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ON FIRE WITH DIVINE LOVE 
Reflections by Members of the 

Internat ional Fellowship of Saint Bruno 
N 

INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOKLET 

For several decades now the International Fellowship of 

Saint Bruno (IFSB) offers  an internet based meeting point  

for people drawn to the charism  of Saint Bruno, but who 

cannot enter the Order because of their age, or because they 

have a job or a family to maintain.  

Throughout this whole period and up to the present 

moment our Father Prior, Dom Lorenzo Maria  T. De La R o-

sa, has been a constant spiritual guide  for the IFSB . 

From the first contact with then Reverend Father Dom 

Marcellin at La Grande Chartreuse in 2003 onward, rel a-

tions between the IFSB and our Order have grown in mutual 

appreciation and collaboration.  From òadmirersó the IFSB 

members have become òfriendsó of the Carthusians. 

In 2014 three representatives of the IFSB ñPresident 

and founder Kevin Kane, ViceðPresident  Edward Elisha 

Emery, and Secretary Christian Allegre ñwere again invited 

to the Motherhouse  of the Order , where, under  the guidance 

of Dom Lorenzo Maria , they met with Reverend Father Dom 

François -Marie and  former Reverend Father Dom Marcellin.  

Christian Allegre wrote a report of this event for the 

members of IFSB, entitled To the Source Again . We are 

pleased to reproduce the following extracts from this report , 

slightly editing them for the purpose of this booklet : 

U The meeting s with Reverend Father Dom 

François -Marie (Wednesday, Sept 10); 

U The visit to Casalibus and Saint Brunoõs Chap-

el (Wednesday, Sept 10); 
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U The meeting with Dom Marcellin Theeuwes 

(Friday, Sept 12).  

These extracts are preceded by reflections from  IFSB 

members on their relationship with Saint Bruno and our 

monastery and Order. * 

We are much obliged for their willingness to share their 

reflections  with us . May this booklet deepen the friendship 

between us and our fidelity to Saint Bruno õs charism. 

O Bonitas! 

 

 

 

 
SIGNPOSTS NEAR LA GRANDE CHARTREUSE (IFSB) 

N 

                                                      
* The titles of these reflections have been added by the editors of this booklet, except for 

òCloistered hearts,ó by an Oblate Priest. 
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Kevin Kane and Elisha Edward Emery 

BLESSED BEYOND MEASURE 

 

It was in 1999 when on retreat at the Trappist Abbey in 

Spencer Massachusetts that inspiration for what would b e-

come the International Federation of Saint Bruno was given. 

Kevin Kane then envisioned the formation  of an internet 

based interest and discussion group devoted  to the spiritual  

inspiration given to Saint Bruno in 1084 who with his six 

companions sought an  eremitical life in common.  

Subsequent contact with the Father Prior of Transfiguration 

and the then  Reverend Father Dom Marcellin Theeuwes of 

the Carthusian Order resulted in  2003 in a remarkable and 

unprecedented invitation extended to three  representatives 

of our small online interest group to days of dialogue at La  

Grande Chartreuse. In addition to the formation of fraternal 

bonds one further substantive ou tcome was the formal de s-

ignation of this group as the International Fellowship of 

Saint Bruno (IFSB) and the provision of eleven guidelines 

provided by Reverend Father Dom Marcellin for its develo p-

ment and  spiritual guidance.  

Since 2003 relations between t he Carthusian Order and the 

IFSB continued to grow in depth and commitment. In 2012 

the IFSB was invited to participate in the dedication of the 

Saint Bruno Scenic Viewing Center atop Mt. Equinox.  

In 2014 representatives were again invited to La Grande 

Chartreuse for follow up discussions and updates on the d e-

velopment of the IFSB where we  met again with the Father 

Prior of Transfiguration, the then current  Reverend Father 

Dom Fran çois-Marie Velut, and Dom Marcellin. One of the 

A measure of how the flames of the Holy Spirit 

have manifested in the improbable vessel of the 

IFSB is that at present there are approximately 

two thousand eight hundred membersé 
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outcomes of this encounter  was the IFSB taking as its motto 

òOn Fire with Divine Love .ó 

A measure of how the flames of  the Holy  Spirit have 

manifested in the improbable vessel of the IFSB is that at 

present there are approximately two thousand eight hundred 

members, largely through th e Facebook site, coming from 

various walks of life: a bishop, parents, consecrated persons, 

religious and priests, hermits, professionals é 

Throughout this whole period and up to the present 

moment Dom Lorenzo Maria  has been a constant spiritual 

guide, sour ce of wise counsel, and abiding love. The IFSB has 

been blessed beyond measure. We celebrate with outpouring  

heart the 50 th  anniversary of the foundation of the Charte r-

house of Transfiguration.  

 

 
DOM LORENZO MARIA, ELISHA AND KEVIN AT SAINT BRUNOôS CHAPEL 

LA GRANDE CHARTREUSE, 2014 (IFSB) 

e 
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Edward Elisha Emery 

IN A FURNACE OF LOVE 

 

For me a life in Christ and a life oriented around mona s-

tic values have always been closely interwoven. Baptized as 

an adult, now over thirty years ago, by a Benedictine monk, 

this bond was in a sense sealed  from the beginning.  

It was shortly after this time that I was drawn to, as if 

by some irresistible force, books on Carthusians in the Saint 

Vincent Arch -Abbey library. What first riveted my attention 

were photos of Carthusian cells that were at once felt as 

strangely familiar and in a sense forbidding yet compelling, 

intimating that there, like in a furnace of love, refinement of 

the base self through the work of Divine Presence, is poss i-

ble. I sensed in then unformulated ways what Hugh of Ba l-

ma* said of prayer: òéto enter the chamber where the hi d-

den treasure can be found.ó 

òTHE CHAMBER 
WHERE THE HIDDEN TREASURE 

CAN BE FOUNDó 

ORATORY 
IN A CELL 

CHARTERHOUSE 
OF THE TRANSFIGURATION  

 

                                                      
* Carthusian mystical writer of the 13th century, author of De theologia mystica (òOn Mysti-

cal Theologyó). 

The IFSB has been for me a way to realize in rela-

tion to others who follow the path of beloved Mas-

ter Bruno an additional and integral abiding 

chamber that equally kindles in various manifes-

tations the fire of divine love. 
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I was by then also insistently drawn to the chamber that 

can facilitate for others discovery of unattended voices wit h-

in through the practice of psychotherapy and for some ps y-

choanalysis where that which speaks from the depths may 

be heard. I now have occupied  that chamber for thirty years.  

The IFSB has been for me a way to re alize in relation to 

others who follow the path of beloved Master Bruno an add i-

tional and integral abiding chamber that equally kindles in 

various manifestations the fire of divine love.  

Over the years the IFSB has evolved from a space of di a-

logue and debate into largely a community of silence as this 

evolution mirrors in a strange digital way closer proximity to 

the companions of Master Bruno.  

Through the various ebbs and flows and twists and 

turns, moments of ease and periods of suffering, the vessel of 

Carthusian life has continuously spoken to me, accompan y-

ing me in the deserts of exile and confusion, always, inevit a-

bly, leading me home to the Quies* of Godõs mysterious gift, 

to the Someone Who is closer to me than I am to myself.  

The prayer of Saint  SymeonÀ echoes for me this intim a-

cy: òCome true light, come unknowable person, come ince s-

sant joy.ó O Bonitas!  

 

òCOME 
TRUE LIGHTéó 

 

h 

                                                      
* Interior contemplative peace and rest. 

À Symeon the New Theologian (949-1020), Byzantine monk of the famous monastery of 

Studion in Constantinople, distinguished for his spiritual writings. 
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Andrea Bettinardi 

ITõS MORE THAN I THOUGHT 
HEõD EVER GIVE ME 

 

Pax, 

I feel keenly that Our Lord has called me from childhood 

to IFSB. He has led me on a steady course towards Him in 

silence. Every other road Iõve attempted to travel in the last 

20 years I found the carpet violently pulled out from under 

me. And now finally, I have my heartõs desire. All of the 

pain, bewilderment and searching was a small price Iõd be 

willing to pay again and twic e over. By sharing Saint Br u-

noõs Rule of Life and the customs of your Order, you are ex-

tending to us the deepest form of charity by sharing a safe 

and sur e way to receive more of Jesus.  

This is indescribable. From the deepest and poorest part 

of myself, I want to thank you for giving us the opportunity 

to share Jesus together and walk with Him in the same way. 

I can follow Our Lady even more closely and build a deep 

and meaningful home for my family wit h stability, joy and 

reverence. 

òI CAN FOLLOW OUR LADY 
EVEN MORE CLOSELYó 

 

MARY WITH THE CHILD JESUS 

STATUE ABOVE 
THE ENTRANCE GATE 

OF LA GRANDE CHARTREUSE 

 

By sharing Saint Brunoôs Rule of Life and the 

customs of your Order, you are extending to us the 

deepest form of charity by sharing a safe and sure 

way to receive more of Jesus. 
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Currently, I work as a designer in the advertising indu s-

try. Now that we are allowed to work remotely, I can stay at 

home in my òcelló and work with all the people and places I 

am required to. My spiritual director tells me to do my ord i-

nary work in the background so as to be a leaven in my 

community. But my joy is with Our Lord in silence, my pra y-

ers and the horarium .* It is my refuge and strength and it õs 

more than I thought He õd ever give me. 

f 

Robert Guertin 

A BALANCED LIFE 

 

When I was myself a Carthusian monk novice, I learned 

through the Carthusian horarium  and life, and of course 

from my frequent exchanges with my Father Master, who 

was an older experienced monk and who had himself been 

Prior in a Charterhouse in France, ab out this essential d i-

mension of keeping ourselves living in a balanced life, not 

exaggerating any aspect, and the Carthusian life is very ba l-

anced, otherwise living in solitude would be difficult or i m-

possible. 

At IFSB the same applies, as we feel called t o be con-

templatives while living in the open world, and following 

Saint Bruno and the Carthusians, our personal horarium  as 

IFSB is our schedule which considers our own needs for rest, 

work, prayer, study, liturgy and sacraments, family, health, 

and recreation as these exist for us; to the extent that it 

serves us in living fully our vocation every day. It thus ide n-

                                                      
* Horarium: from the Latin hora, ôhourõ, an expression used in the Charterhouse, meaning 

ôscheduleõ; or ôtimetableõ. 

éwe feel called to be contemplatives while living 

in the open world, and following Saint Bruno and 

the Carthusiansé 



13 

tifies a nd protects helping us adapt ourselves progressively 

to better fulfill the things which are essential in each of our 

days and weeks, but always with spiritual balance (discr e-

tion), physically, socially, mentally, and spiritually. This is of 

course a tool (used by the Carthusians) to travel along the 

path of God with due order.  

òéTRAVEL (TOGETHER) ALONG  
THE PATH OF GODéó 

 

Appropriately the Desert Fathers have left us this sa y-

ing:  

On one occasion Ammon came to the brothers, and the 

brothers expressed contri tion, saying, òTell us a word 

(whereby we may live ).ó The old man said to them, òIt 

is this: we must travel along the path of God with due 

order.ó 

I must say that this important aspect of balance has 

been a reference for me ever since I left the Charterhou se, 

throughout my quest to remain in the realm of Saint Brunoõs 

charism, as a lay faithful attracted to remain close to God in 

my everyday life. Daily Mass with an hour of silent prayer 

and weekly confession, are within my own horarium  neces-

sary to unify t he rest of the activities of my duty of state.  

United in prayer!  

g  
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Louis Lucchetti 

THE PROPER STANCE IN THE FACE OF 
THE INEFFABLE IS A RECEPTIVE SILENCE 

 

What can a layman in the world say about the Carthus i-

ans at the Charterhouse of the Transfiguration , with whom 

his contact, of necessity, has been limited, but of tremendous 

personal importance?  

In The Ladder of Divine Ascent , Saint John Clim acus* 

taught that òintelligent silence is the mother of prayer é a 

creator of divine vision, a secret ascent.ó 

The Carthusian Guigo II, ninth prior of 

the Grande Chartreuse, composed The 

Ladder of Monks , one of the first trea t-

ments of lectio divina , a silen t activity. À 

Much later, Ludwig Wittgenstein Ā 

wrote: òWhereof one cannot speak, ther e-

of one must be silent. ó Not a mere tauto l-

ogy, this final proposition of his Tractatus  

concludes a kind of therapeutic or eluc i-

datory process, one Wittgenstein likens 

to a ladder that must be discarded after it has been climbed. 

                                                      
* Abbot of the monastery of Mt. Sinai in the Egyptian desert, ascetic, and writer on the 

spiritual life (579-649). His Heavenly Ladder was one of the most widely used Greek hand-
books of the ascetic life. 

À Carthusian spiritual writer; d. 1193, author of the Scala Paradisi (òLadder of Paradise,ó 

also known as the Scala Claustralium, òLadder of Monksó): Guigo II, The Ladder of Monks 
and Twelve Meditations. Kalamazoo, Michigan, Cistercian Publications, 1981 (Cistercian 
Studies Series, 48). Guigo was elected ninth prior of La Grande Chartreuse and General 
of the Order in 1173. He resigned from this office in 1180. Lectio divina: meditative read-
ing of Scripture or spiritual works. 

Ā Austrian-born English philosopher (1889-1951), one of the greatest philosophers of 

the 20th century. His Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus was published in 1922. 

ñWhereof one cannot speak, thereof one must be 

silent.ò 

FRESCO IN THE FORMER 

CHARTERHOUSE OF 
NAPLES, ITALY 
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The philosopher, in search of what he can say is true about 

the world, is left, finally, to deal with the ineffable. And the 

proper stance in the face of the ineffable is a receptive s i-

lence. The Car thusian monk, in pursuit of He Who is Truth, 

has known this for nearly a millennium now.  

What does this have to do with the Charterhouse of the 

Transfiguration? I was blessed to make the acquaintance of 

Father Prior years ago, and on a subsequent brief vis it I a r-

rived at the monastery gate to see Brother Procurator and a 

squad of monks methodically ascending and descending a 

ladder to the roof as they replaced shingles that finally had 

succumbed to the abuse of decades of Mount Equinox weat h-

er. I was struck  then by how happy they seemed, and 

thought about how they would return to their cells to conti n-

ue their silent life õs work, a real labor of infinite love, the 

fruits of which we all share. My family õs certainty that the 

monks pray for us keeps them in our  minds, hearts, and 

prayers. For myself, their kindness and prayers are a daily, 

tangible source of spiritual solace and, I hope, a kind of 

check on impulses tow ard the ephemeral and fleeting.  

May God bless and keep them. Saint Bruno, pray for us. 

Praised be Jesus Christ, now and forever!  

STATUE OF OUR LADY 
NEAR THE GUEST PARLOR OF THE MONASTERY 
BRAVING THE INCLEMEN T VERMONT WINTER  

 

 

e
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An Oblate Priest 

CLOISTERED HEARTS 

 

As lovers of the Carthusian Order, it is our holy respo n-

sibility to be ever mindful that our beloved Carthusians are 

called into a unique Divine I ntimacy and their vocation of 

contemplation places them not on the margins of the Church 

but, rather, at itõs very center, fueling all of the efforts and 

ministries of the Church by their loving, attentive fidelity 

within the interior seasons of sacred  solitude.  

 

Certainly, it is an easy thing to imagine our holy monks 

living in a kind of mystical perpetual bliss, but within the 

life of the individual monk, there are indeed seasons within 

the deeper, fundamental commitment to fidelity and stabi l-

ity. We hop e and trust always that we are included within 

their prayer and sacrifice, but let us, who so love our devout 

silent monks, always be mindful to pray for them. Let us, as 

persons in the world, devoted to these sacred sons of Saint 

Bruno, enter even more fu lly into a mature reverence for the 

Precisely in maturely restraining our own desire 

for contact with the monks, we actively support 

them in their call to live in sacred intimacy with 

the Blessed Trinityé 
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Carthusian vocation. May we be prayerfully aware, that for 

each monk, at different times, there are unique challenges 

within the daily and nightly total offering of self to Jesus 

through Mary in the interior life. May we , who are so hopeful 

of inclusion within the Carthusian emanation of graces, with 

our own prayer and even small sacrifices, be solicitous for 

and protective of our silent, eremitical monks who intercede 

for the world always. Indeed, let us, then, be vigila nt in spi r-

itual support of the Carthusians in their loving fidelity b e-

cause the essence of the Carthusian vocation calls for daily 

total embrace of Christ within sacred solitude and that sol i-

tude can prove to be for the individual monk, not necessarily 

perpetual bliss, but, depending on the seasons of the interior 

life, at times a tender mother, and at other times, a deman d-

ing master.  

I am a religious priest who has been ordained for 41 

years, having taught high school for three years, served as a 

Navy Chap lain with the Navy and Marine Corps for 20 years 

on active duty and I am serving now as the Director of Ca m-

pus Ministry at Holy Family University. Throughout my 

very active ministry around the world and in higher Educ a-

tion I have been convinced of the powe rful influence of the 

Carthusian vocation, confident that I and those entrusted to 

my pastoral care are always within reach of significant gra c-

es won by the Carthusians regardless of the distant time 

zones in which I have found myself.  

òIF WE ARE TRULY LIVING IN UNION 

WITH GOD, OUR MINDS AND 

HEARTS, FAR FROM BECOMING SHUT 

IN ON THEMSELVES, OPEN UP TO 

EMBRACE THE WHOLE UNIVERSE 

AND THE MYSTERY OF CHRIST THAT 

SAVES IT éIN THE NAME OF ALL 

THAT WE STAND BEFORE 
THE LIVING GOD.ó 

STATUTES 
OF THE CARTHUSIAN ORDER 

34.2 
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Often Sailors and Marines would tease me about the 

Carthusians, asking, òWho designed this program? You get 

one meal a day, you canõt speak, you never go out, but you go 

for a long hike in the mountains every week?ó Sometimes 

very senior officers  would offer concern that I might leave 

the Navy and they would say, òFather, we love you, but with 

this Carthusian life, itõs pretty hard to measure your contri-

bution. There is no earthly matrix to calibrate the return on 

your investment.ó I would answer, òYou are right, Admiral, 

but think of the Carthusians as Godõs SEALS! They do Godõs 

heavy lifting. The Carthusians give God everything every 

day! And Iõm sure their retirement program is truly superla-

tive!ó On Okinawa, a Marine Colonel approached me in full 

Marine bearing and said softly, òAh, Father, these Carthusi-

ans; they do good work!ó His son had been involved in a legal 

matter which was suddenly and silently resolved. I have 

been witness to such resolutions of difficult ministry co m-

plexities througho ut my ministry as a Catholic priest. In 

sum, I am unable to adequately express the humility I feel 

having witnessed the persistent positive impact of Carthus i-

an intercession in my own life and in the lives of those e n-

trusted to my care.  

My own relationship  with the Carthusians began with 

feelings of attraction and with follow -on reading about the 

Order for several years before I ever contacted the Charte r-

house in Vermont. After my year with the Third Marine D i-

vision I did make a discernment retreat. Beyond question, I 

felt strongly drawn to the Carthusian vocation and over a 

period of years, I asked God not for òsignsó of any kind but, 

rather for a deep and solid conviction within my soul that the 

call to solitude was truly from God and not from some ego 

centered attraction to the mini drama of giving God ever y-

thing every day. As I prayed ardently, I also discerned a c-

tively with contemplatives and with spiritual directors in the 

active religious communities. Consistently, the discernment 

yielded the conclusio n that in my case, òthis might be real.ó 

Consistently, this conclusion confirmed what I felt in my 
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heart and soul and it generated a gentle, holy awe, òCould 

God actually be calling me to such intimacy?ó Saint  Francis 

de Sales counsels, òIf you are a religious with vows in one 

community and you are dre aming of trying to join a more 

ôelevatedõ religious community, such reflections are vain 

phantasms and distracting imaginations.ó I confronted this 

boldly with sound spiritual directors who consistently said 

òIn  your case this might be real.ó 

What did the Carthusians say? Dom Raphael Diamond, 

the Prior at the Charterhouse of the Transfiguration, a fo r-

mer Navigator on a Navy amphibious  warship in World 

War  II who had put Marines ashore behind enemy lines 

counseled, òItõs not your problem! Itõs Godõs issue! If you are 

meant to be here, youõll get no peace until you come! Remain 

in the Navy as the best Navy Chaplain you can be for God. 

To us your successful ministry in the Navy is an indication 

that God, might, in fact, be calling you from the active life 

into solitude. But you should only come here if you can save 

more Sailors by your silence than by your speech. Go, and 

enjoy the Navy with God and for God and I will keep you on 

the list in my prayer book.ó I drove down the mountain filled 

with spiritual consolation and joy, but with an inner gna w-

ing that I want ed to stay at the Charterhouse.  

 

I had a family obligation that would have to be resolved 

for me to be free to enter the Charterhouse and I took it to 

God regularly. In the end, God gave my mother a wonderful 

life of 91 years and we had the joy of going to the Army -Navy 

football game together even in her 91 st year. In the frosty 

Philadelphia stands my mother turned to me during the 

march -on of the Navy Midshipmen and said, òWe canõt root 

against the cadets! Weõre both! Next year, weõll come to see 

If seculars do not benefit from our silence, much less 

will they from our speech. 

(Statutes of the Carthusian Order 6.11) 
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the march -ons and to see the SEALS par achute in with the 

Delta soldiers and then weõll go home and watch it on TV.ó 

Of course, I endorsed her plan of action for the coming year. 

By my motherõs 91st year, I was well beyond the age of a d-

mission for the Carthusians, but I still feel the call with in 

my heart each day and night, but I have the solace of kno w-

ing that, as the only child of seriously separated parents, I 

had fulfilled my primary obligation, taking joy each day in 

the Carthusian rivers of grace that still flow through me and 

whirl withi n me at all hours of the day and night.  

What does all of this mean? Well, sometime after my 45 th  

year, Father Raphael said to me in confession, òYou are 

beautifully living in fidelity to your primary obligation. In 

your unique circumstances your mother is genuinely your 

first obligation. There is no one else to care for her in the 

world and you are r esponding in love to the duties of your 

state in life. You are living your Carthusian vocation in the 

world, beautifully within your own Salesian vows.ó Yes, he 

said more, but that is truly within the internal forum.  

So what is for us, those of us who dw ell at a distance, but 

always beneath the mantle of S aint  Bruno? In our love for 

our sacred solitaries, let us be valiant and vigilant on their 

behalf. Let us begin again at the begi n-

ning in recognition that the Carthusian 

òcalló is to a clois-

tered intimac y with 

God. We can be con-

fident that our b e-

loved Carthusians are always 

praying and sacrificing for 

us. But to be truly Ca rthus i-

an ourselves, to truly live in 

union with the monks we 

hallow, we must be sensitive 

to Godõs call upon us to truly reverence the Carthusian voc a-

tion by restraining our own human desire to be ònoticedó by 

them. Precisely in maturely restraining our own desire for 
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contact with the monks, we actively support them in their 

call to live in sacred intimacy with the Blessed Trinity in 

cell, chapel and on òthe long hike in the mountains,ó the 

òspatiamentum.ó Let us give our beloved Carthusians the 

gift of our heartfelt prayer and sacr i fice and perhaps the 

most difficult gift for us humans to offer to God on their b e-

half: the sacrifice of ou r desire for personal contact with the 

monks except when permitted. We can a ctively support our 

beloved monks and actually live in union with them by living 

in fidelity to the responsibilities of our own vocation, our own 

state in life and, yes, by being s piritually mature in regard to 

supporting our monks in their vocation, their òcalló from God 

into solitude, a solitude which is, after all, fruitful for all of 

us. 

 

 
òéa call from God into solitudeéó 

h 
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Eric Haiduk 

òWOULDNõT IT BE BETTER IF TOGETHER 
WE JUST ADORED?ó 

 

So Transfiguration is celebrating its 50 th  anniversary. It 

hardly seems possible. I remember being shown a newspaper 

clipping about the opening of the new monastery. It õs impos-

sible to express what Transfiguration has meant to me 

through the years as I am neither poet nor theologian. I was 

only th ere for one month as a brother retreatant and as such 

was under the guidance of Dom Marianius. Who has ever 

met Dom Marianius who didn õt love him? In such a short 

time he had such an influence on me as few have. It was he 

who opened for me The Cloud of Unk nowing .* I had been i n-

troduced to it at  the Trappist s but was somewhat put off. He 

however gave it a whole new life. It was he who taught me 

one of lifeõs best lessons by a story. He told of the time that 

someone had asked him to pray for some intention. H is r e-

sponse to the person was, òWouldnõt it be bet ter if together 

we just adored?ó He could tell funny stories too but this one I 

will take to my grave. We corresponded every Christmas u n-

til at the end one of the brothers wrote for him and then f i-

nally Dom  Lorenzo Maria in his usual kind and generous 

way informed me that he had died.  

I was impressed with the observance at the Transfigur a-

tion. They were serious about being cloistered contempl a-

tives! I had just come from a Trappist monastery where two 

of the brothers had also come from and one day I was work-

                                                      
* Of unknown authorship, the Cloud of Unknowing is one of the greatest spiritual classics 

from the mystical movement of the 14th century in England. 

He (Dom Marianus) told of the time that someone 

had asked him to pray for some intention. His re-

sponse to the person was, ñWouldnôt it be better if 

together we just adored?ò 
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ing for one of those brothers. I was using some tool or anot h-

er and brother asked me if I had ever worked for Father J o-

seph. I assumed that he was making small talk about a 

monk we mutually knew and proceed ed to go into some de-

tail when he held up his hand to stop me and said gently , òI 

just wanted to know if you knew how to operate this m a-

chine.ó There was no idle chit -chat in his obedience! I hope if 

by chance he reads this that he knows how much I respect  

him. Everyone that I was able to encounter was obviously 

happy to be a Carthusian! One brother whispered to me in 

passing, òYou could be one of us.ó Dom Marianus obviously 

admired this brother. He told me that in the discussions a f-

ter Vatican II about how  many time s a month the brothers 

should go on spatiamentum  this brother said, òWeõre not 

here for the scenery .ó 

Yes, that one month at the Transfiguration has  stayed 

with me all these years,  because it was so intense, so genu-

ine and so fil led with goodness  and kindness.  

I was cutting firewood this afternoon and my thoughts 

as usual went to the Transfiguration. A few years ago I had 

thought that if my wife died that I would ask to be admitted 

to the Transfiguration as a donate but I see now that I have 

passed that mark and could never survive the life now so I 

relish what I do have.  

I wish you every best blessing.  f 

DOM MARIANUS MARCK 

DOM MARIANUS , MONK OF LA GRANDE CHAR-

TREUSE, A GERMAN PRINCE AND THE  BROTHER-IN -
LAW OF OTTO VON HABSBURG, ARRIVED AT THE 

CHARTERHOUSE OF THE TRANSFIGURATION IN 

AUGUST 1972. 

HE SERVED OUR HOUSE FOR MANY YEARS AS PROCU-

RATOR AND NOVICE MASTER FOR THE BROTHERS. 

AFTER YEARS OF DECLINING HEALTH , DOM MARIA-

NUS PASSES AWAY AT THE AGE OF 76 IN 1997. 

HE IS REMEMBERED AS A HUMBLE , CHEERFUL AND 

OBEDIENT MONK WHO WAS AN 
EXCELLENT CONFESSOR. 
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Br. R.P. 

ADORE HIM WHO LOVES US 
BEYOND OUR ABILITY TO UNDERSTAND 

 

I have been contemplating writing a short epistle for the 

anniversary booklet that the monastery is preparing but I 

have not been able to put in to words my relationship with 

the Carthusians and the Monastery.  There is so much to say 

but most of my journey and association has been so very pe r-

sonal and hidden I do not feel I could properly express my 

relationship and just how much it means to and for my int e-

rior life. But on a very personal note I can tell you t hat there 

is no other more important event than my first association 

with the Carthusians and the vocational discernment retreat  

I spent at the monastery. Rarely does a day pass when I do 

not think about the contemplative community I got to know 

when I was  a retreatant there and the hallowed grounds I 

walked while living and praying with you all. And while I 

wish I was still there the fact is that many are called but few 

are chosen! So please dear Brother never forget how i m-

portant your vocation is, not jus t to your own salvation, but 

to the many that know you and the monastery as well as the 

many you donõt know. For you and the other monks stand 

alone in the wilderness as a beacon to the way , the truth and 

light that is Jesus Christ!  

g 

In one of your previous emails that you sent you inclu d-

ed some of the short but powerful quotes that people had 

written for the book let  and there was one quote which has 

proven to be a well spring of Grace for me since I received 

the little jewel from you.  

édear Brother never forget how important your 

vocation is, not just to your own salvation, but to 

the many that know you and the monastery as well 

as the many you donôt know. 
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òéHe told of t he time that someone had asked him to 

pray for some intention. His response to the person was, 

ôWouldnõt it be better if together we just adored? õó 

My dearest Brother in Christ, these simple words 

òwouldnõt it be better if we just adored?ó have fulfilled in me 

the promise in the Psalms that He will provide for our lon g-

ing with good measure and fl owing over and be the TRUE 

Well spring of Grace! Since I read them, and my words donõt 

do justice to the depth that they pierced my soul, all I can 

say is: Thank you ! Thank you for your vocation, Thank you 

to the Community, Thank you to the Carthusian Order and 

Thanks be to God for His Love and that He introduced me to 

the Carthusians! In the end , isnõt this one simple sentence at 

the heart of it all? Why should we wo rry? Why should we do 

anything else but to Adore Him Who Loves us beyond 

our ability to understand . 

 
A PRIEST PROSTRATED ON THE STEPS OF THE SANCTUARY, 

PREPARING HIMSELF FOR MASS, 
AND A NOVICE IN  ADORATION OF 

THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

g 



26 

Daniel Wallace 

éSHUTTING OUT THE NOISE OF THE WORLD 
WHILE REMAINING IN THE WORLD. 

 

One day in the early 1970 õs, my grandmother said , òIõd 

like to see the new  monastery they built in Arlington.ó So, 

we all piled into my dad õs car and made the short trek from 

her home in Old Bennington to Mt. Equinox.  

Gazing down through the clouds and haze, I could barely 

see the outline of the granite  buildings in the distance. 

There, my grandmother told me, lived a community of monks 

in isolation who had dedicated themselves to a life of prayer.  

 

òGAZING DOWN THROUGH 

THE CLOUDS AND HAZE, I 
COULD BARELY SEE THE 

OUTLINE OF THE GRANITE 

BUILDINGS IN THE 
DISTANCE.ó 

As a young teenager, that idea puzzled me, but at the 

same time, it intrigued me.  Over the years when I returned 

to Vermont for visits, I would wonder about the men on the 

mountain each time I drove past Skyline Drive. And over 

this same time through the grace of the Holy Spirit, I deve l-

oped a fondness for quiet, contemplative prayer.  

There, my grandmother told me, lived a communi-

ty of monks in isolation who had dedicated them-

selves to a life of prayer 
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Then one year, instead of driving past, I drove up the 

mountain and discovered the S aint  Bruno Scenic Viewing 

Center. As I sat in the silence of the prayer chape l, a flood of 

memories swept over me, and when I walked out, the Holy 

Spirit drew my attention to the International Fellowship of 

Saint  Bruno sign.  

 
INSIDE THE PRAYER CHAPEL: 

SAINT BRUNOôS STATUE 
AND A QUILTED WALL H ANGING SHOWING GLOBES 
WHICH REPRESENT THE HOUSES OF THE ORDER  

Through the IFSB and its resources, I have been able to 

bring Quies into my life with structured days of silence, sol i-

tude and prayer, shutting out the noise of the world while 

remaining in the world. While I have o nly just scratched the 

surface of the richness of Carthusian spirituality, already I 

feel the kindling of a personal intimacy and abandonment to 

God. As Saint Bruno  wrote, òIs there anything good besides 

God?ó 

e 
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Charlie Lamb 

I PRAY WE WILL ALL BE BLESSED WITH THE 
GIFT OF THE INTOXICATING BEAUTY 

OF THE FACE OF GOD. 

 

Praised be Jesus Christ ! 

My journey to Arlington,  VT began 

in 1956 while on r etreat with the Tra p-

pist of Saint  Josephõs Abbey, Spencer, 

MA. 

It was in 1995 that I was in contact 

with Dom Raphael Diamond and my 

second spiritual journey was launched,  

foll owing  my contact with the Prior,  

Dom Lorenzo Maria T.  De La Rosa Jr . 

In 1998 my s piritual life changed 

forever as I became a member of the 

IFSB allowing me to seek the Carthus i-

an charism . 

My life has been touched and I look 

forwa rd to obtaining the fullness of my 

Carthusian vocation.   

I pray we will all be blessed with the 

gift of the intoxicating beauty of the face of God.  

The Way of the Cross is an opportunity.  

f 

In 1998 my spiritual life changed forever as I be-

came a member of the IFSB allowing me to seek 

the Carthusian charism. 

HE IS THE IMAGE OF THE 
INVISIBLE GOD  

(COLOSSIANS 1:15)  

ICON OF CHRIST 
CYPRUS, 16TH  CENTURY  
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Brian Watson-Colter 

MY JOURNEY WITH SAINT BRUNO 
AND THE CARTHUSIANS 

 

I was living in England in the late 1970 õs. I was then in 

my early 30õs and attended Campion House college which 

was a pre-seminary college for older adult men. It was here I 

first heard of Parkminster from fellow students and became 

attracted to them right away. I gathered all the information 

I could through the li brary, professors and fellow students. 

My journey to a deeper self-understanding  began with heart -

felt excitement of learning a bout the Carthusians,  finding a 

pathway in myself that emulated what I sa w them do ing.  So, 

through what I saw, read, heard and se en, I knew that I had 

come across something that was of primary importance for 

me. 

 
THE CHARTERHOUSE OF PARKMINSTER  

After the two years at  the pre -seminary in England I r e-

turn home, to Canada. The Carthusian spirituality, as I u n-

My journey to a deeper self-understanding began 

with heart-felt excitement of learning about the 

Carthusians, finding a pathway in myself that em-

ulated what I saw them doing. 
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derstood it, was a growing  part of my life but as yet I did not 

see myself joining the Carthusians, at least at that point.  

After returning to Canada, I lived in Calgary and within 

a few years was sent to Mount Ang el Abbey Seminary .I was 

there for three years and knew, through discernment, that  

the life of a parish priest was not for me. I also knew that 

some sort of community with silence and solitude as a prior i-

ty was the goal of my vocation. I stayed for a year at a Bene-

dictine monastery but it was too active for me and I return ed 

home and got on with living my life to the best of my ability. 

It was here that two things happened to strengthen my r e-

solve to learn more about what a hermit is and how I could 

live that life while starting a business: a small town coffee 

shop. 

I came across and read the Novice Conferences and hav-

ing a computer now, I joined the IFSB and eventually b e-

came a moderator. Years later I left to pursue the life of a 

hermit.  

And about 15 years ago I went through a program in my 

diocese, Diocese of Saint  Boniface in Winnipeg , Man itoba.  

Af ter the two years I approached  Archbishop LeGatt and 

asked about being a consecrated hermit. After about a two 

year process and spiritual direction I was consecrated a 

hermit on October 6 th , 2013. My plan of Life was base d on 

much of the spirituality I had for goals in my life that I had 

gleaned from the Carthusian Statutes  and from people i n-

volved and with an understanding of the Carthusians.  

I knew that I was called to the priesthood since my days 

in the seminary and hav ing discerned that the possibility 

was still a part of me, I approached Archbishop LeGatt about 

the possibility of being ordained a priest. This was on Ash 

Wednesday of 2019. In June of 2020 I was ordained a trans i-

tional deacon. But due to Covid -19 and wit h the need to pr e-

sent my ordination to the priests of the diocese in a theolog i-

cal way, the date for the ordination to priesthood has not 

been set yet. 
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A conference with  the council of priests has been held by 

my director, Bishop Noel Delaquis . In a recent  meeting with 

Archbishop LeGatt and myself, the Archbishop  said that he 

expects that my ordination will take place in the March/April 

time frame.  

All my understanding of my vocation is based on Ca r-

thusian life and spirituality.  

N 

 

 

éTHE MONKS WHO ARE PRIESTS 

CELEBRATE A EUCHARIST IN 

SOLITUDE, UNITED TO THE ENTIRE 

CHURCH. THEN, THE HUMBLE 

OFFERING OF THEIR LIFE IN THE 

DESERT IS TAKEN UP INTO THAT 

OF CHRIST, FOR THE GLORY OF 

GOD THE FATHER. 

STATUTES 21.4 
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Christian Allegre 

TO THE SOURCE AGAIN 

IFSB/SBLC* 
Trip to La Grande Chartreuse 

9-13 September 2014  
N 

Dear brothers and sisters,  

Praised be Jesus Christ! I am glad to offer you a report 

or rather my personal account on the IFSB representatives õ 

trip to La Grande Chartreuse 9 -13 September 2014. I hope to 

be able to make you feel what a constant succession of wo n-

derful moments was our privileged meeting with Reverend 

Father Dom François -Marie , Dom Marcellin, and òour 

breathing in the spirit pervad ing the Motherhouse where it 

all began and is still beginning, ó as Dom Lorenzo Maria  put 

it.  

PARTICIPANTS : 

U Kevin Kane (IFSB/SBLC President and 

Founder),  

U Edward Elisha Emery (IFSB/SBLC Vice ð

President),  

U Christian Allegre (IFSB/SBLC Secretary and 

Liaison to t he Order),  

U and the constant fatherly and motherly pre s-

ence of our dear Father Prior Dom Lorenzo  

Maria T. De La Rosa , of the Charterhouse of 

the Transfiguration, who made it all possible.  

h 

                                                      
* Editorsõ note: IFSB = International Fellowship of Saint Bruno; SBLC = Saint Bruno 

Lay Contemplatives. See the explanation on the following page. 



 

 

 

 

TOP: FROM THE GUESTHOUSE 
A VIEW OF THE GRAND SOM MOUNTAIN RANGE  

BOTTOM: ELISHA MARVELS AT THE  HIGH RIDGE OF THE 

GRAND SOM ABOVE THE MONASTERY 
(IFSB) 
























