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SAINT BRUNO 

AS SEEN BY 

HIS CONTEMPORARIES 

A Selection of Contributions 
to the Funeral Parchment 

TRANSLATED BY A CARTHUSIAN MONK 

N 

INTRODUCTION 

Bruno the hermit 

Bruno was born around the year 1030 in the city of Cologne, 

Germany. After studies at the cathedral school there, he was promoted 

to be a canon of the Church of Saint Cunibert. To complete his studies 

he moved to Rheims, in France, to the famous cathedral school there. 

In 1059, not yet thirty years old, he was promoted to the post of direc-

tor of studies and chancellor. At about the same time he is appointed a 

canon of the Cathedral of Rheims. 

During a period of twenty years Bruno is responsible for the in-

tellectual formation of the elite of his time. He gets acquainted with 

many people who will occupy important positions in Church and so-

ciety later on. His disciples hold him in high esteem and will remain 

grateful for the deep formation they received under his guidance, not 

only intellectual but also spiritual. 

However, his time, like ours, is a time of contradictions and radi-

cal changes. To stand up against corruption in the Church, the Popes 

call for a reform ‘in head and members’. Bruno does not keep aloof 

from this reform, but with several fellow canons firmly makes his 

stand against his own Archbishop, Manassès, when it becomes clear 

that the latter is only after power and pursuit of gain. To get his re-
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venge, the Archbishop expels Bruno from the Diocese. He is only 

able to return when Manassès is finally deposed by the Pope himself. 

People and clergy then point to Bruno as successor, but he refuses, for 

in the depth of his heart another call is stirring: forming a community 

of hermits who would live for God alone. 

Leaving behind him a brilliant ecclesiastical career, and having 

played an active role in the cultural and religious changes of his time, 

Bruno, in his own words, “…abandoned the fleeting shadows of this 

world to lay hold of the eternal by taking the monastic habit.” 

With two companions he 

leaves Rheims and stays for 

almost one year at Sèche-

Fontaine, in Burgundy, France, 

where he lives at a relatively 

solitary place. However, this is 

not the solitude he is thinking 

of. 

That is why he travels to 

the city of Grenoble, where 

Hugh of Châteauneuf has been 

Bishop for the past four years. 

Inspired by a nocturnal vision 

of seven stars rising over the 

mountains of his diocese, the 

young Bishop accompanies 

Bruno and his six companions to a remote and difficult to reach valley 

in the mountainous alpine region called ‘Chartreuse’
1
. 

Upon arriving there Bruno recognizes at a glance the place he 

has been dreaming of for such a long time. The group immediately 

gets busy building some wooden hermitages and a small stone church. 

We are in 1084 and Bruno is around fifty years old. 

                                                      
1
 This group of mountains culminates at around 6000 ft. The very narrow valley 

where Bruno settled down is located in the center of these mountains at an altitude 

of 3600 ft. Bruno and his companions were very soon called ‘Chartreux’ (‘Carthusi-

ans’), after the mountains where they lived. 
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Bruno and his companions do not adopt an existing monastic 

Rule, but “…under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, they and their 

successors, learning from experience, gradually evolved a special 

form of hermit life, which was handed on to succeeding generations, 

not by the written word, but by example” (Statutes of the Carthusian 

Order 1:1). In the way of life developed by Bruno we find all the 

classic elements of the monastic tradition: separation from the world, 

long hours of common prayer (especially at night), meditation on Ho-

ly Scripture, silence, fasting and manual labor. 

The innovative and most notable trait of the Carthusian life is the 

strong emphasis on solitude. Bruno not only advocates a strict separa-

tion from the outside world, but he eventually organizes his small 

community in such a way that each of the monks lives the greater part 

of the day alone, in his hermitage. This solitude is not absolute, but it 

clearly dominates and gives a very distinctive character to Bruno’s 

foundation. Hence it is not surprising that the neighboring people call 

Bruno ‘the hermit’ and that the first Carthusian themselves regard 

their monastery as a ‘hermitage’. 

In the year 1090, 

just six years after his 

arrival in the Char-

treuse Mountains, Bru-

no had to leave for 

Rome, because Pope 

Urban II, a former stu-

dent of his, needed him 

as advisor. However, 

not more than a few 

months later, and after 

having refused to be-

come Archbishop of Reggio, Bruno succeeded in convincing the Pope 

of his call to the contemplative life. The Pope permitted him to leave 

under the sole condition that he stayed in Italy. Bruno then returned to 

his beloved solitude and established a new hermitage in Calabria, in 

the southern part of Italy. It is there that he passed away on October 6, 

1101. 
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Shortly after his death, his brothers from Calabria leave us the 

most striking and complete portrait we possess of Bruno: 

Laudandus sanctus Bruno  

fuit in multis et in uno.  

Vir fuit vitae aequalis  

vir in hoc specialis. 

Semper erat vultu festo  

sermone modesto.  

Cum vigore patris  

monstravit viscera matris. 

Nullus eum magnum,  

sed mitem sensit ut agnum.  

Prorsus in hac vita  

verus fuit Israelita. 

Bruno deserves to be praised for many things, but especially 

for this: his life was always the same. That was typical of him. 

He always had a smile on his face, always had a prudent 

word. To the firmness of a father he joined the tenderness of a 

mother. Great he was, but everyone found him gentle as a 

lamb. In truth, he was the Israelite praised in the Gospel (cf. 

John 1:47). 

To his brothers he left behind an inspiring example, but neither a 

monastic Rule, nor an elaborate plan for a future Order. His only lit-

erary works are two short letters and a personal profession of faith. In 

this profession he states explicitly his faith in the real presence of 

Christ in the Eucharist, which was a point of debate by some people at 

Bruno’s time. 

* 

The funeral parchment 

At the time of Bruno’s death there was a custom to announce an 

eminent person’s death to the different monasteries and cathedral 

chapters throughout Europe. A messenger, called rolliger (or ‘scroll-

carrier’) set out on a long journey all through the places of ecclesiasti-

cal interest. He carried a parchment scroll where the brothers of Ca-

labria had written the sad news of their founder’s passing away. To 
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this cover letter announcing Bruno’ death they added the poem we 

quoted above. Every place the ‘scroll-carrier’ stopped, the recipients 

of the message wrote on to the scroll their condolences and their ap-

preciative memories of Bruno. ‘Funeral titles’ is how these reactions 

to Bruno’s death are called. When there was no more room on the 

scroll, a new piece of parchment was sewn on to it. With Bruno being 

so well known, the scroll attained, at the end, to sizeable proportions: 

we have no less than 178 condolences and messages from all over 

Europe on the scroll which happily has come down to us. 

These messages, which, besides indifferent and commonplace 

generalities, transmit to us precious pearls in the shape of personal 

reflections that express the imperishable remembrance left behind by 

Bruno everywhere he passed. They show that those who have known 

him personally all kept a deep affection and respect for him. 

A monk of our Order made an abridged selection of sixty three 

of these messages, that are still of interest to us today. It is this selec-

tion which we reproduce here in English translation. The complete 

original text of the scroll may be found in Migne’s Latin Patrology, 

volume 152, 555-606. In our text each message is followed by the 

number it carries in the Latin Patrology. 

It should be noted that the reactions of Bruno’s contemporaries—

the contributions on the scroll which we translated for this booklet—

are mostly in the form of short Latin poems. This explains the ‘flow-

ery’ style of some of them. 

A thematic index has been added at the end of this booklet. 

N
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A SELECTION OF CONTRIBUTIONS TO 
THE FUNERAL PARCHMENT 

N 

A religious man. (7) 

Lucca, Italy 

 

The Church of Grenoble, which Master Bruno, monk 
and hermit, first chose for a desert to dwell in, 
once rejoiced at his presence which she thought 
she would have forever. So much the more does she 
now, more than anybody else, regret his passing 
away. Willingly will she celebrate thirty requiem 
Masses for him. She notes the day when he gave his 
memorable soul back to God in her calendar of out-
standing persons, and promises to celebrate forev-
er his anniversary. (11) 

Cathedral Chapter of Grenoble, France 

 

We too, the monks of la Grande Chartreuse, have 
more lamentably than anybody else been deprived 
of the solace of our very devout father Bruno, a 
most famous man. We are at a loss to lay down what 
we are to do for his holy and beloved soul. The mer-
its of what he did for us are so far beyond anything 
we can do in return. We are going to pray now and 
forever for our unequalled father and master, and 
as his sons we will accomplish at all times the requi-
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em Masses and other prayers we customarily have 
for the dead. (12) 

The Monks of the Grande Chartreuse, France 

 

We the humble monks who live in Our Lady’s Monas-
tery also known as Cornillon, and are neighbors of la 
Grande Chartreuse, are going to celebrate seven 
days of Offices and Masses for the dead, in view of 
the holiness of so great a man who by his teaching 
and example made a new branch sprout forth in 
Christ. We are going to give bread, wine and other 
food to the poor in his memory, as if he were one of 
our own monks, and note his anniversary in our cal-
endar. (13) 

The monks of the Priory of Our Lady in the dio-

cese of Grenoble, France. 

 

He applied himself to righteousness as much as he 
could. He became an unassuming hermit. (16) 

Cathedral Chapter of Lyon, France 

 

Bruno, who chose the one thing necessary, still 
lives. God has received him, and the multitude of 
the Blessed has welcomed him as their companion. 
(17) 

The Canons Regular of Blois, France. 
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Bruno who made the forest his home lived on wild 
herbs; because he was pure, he spurned the world. 
(22) 

Pamiers, France. 

 

Bruno, the wise hermit, was quite well known for his 
teaching and his holy life. He was illustrious in all 
branches of knowledge, the most prominent and the 
most humble. He became a monk, and already he 
tasted the joys of heaven. Nobody should be aston-
ished that Bruno is considered a Saint. The unas-
suming hermit deserved this by his way of life. (29) 

Saint Faro’s Abbey, Meaux, France. 

 

Bruno was a rampart for the Church that could not 
be pulled down, because he was good, pious and a 
true teacher of wisdom. He was righteous, sincere, 
and strict in his moral uprightness. (31) 

Cathedral Chapter of Chartres, France. 

 

Bruno was righteous, very wise and did not harm an-
ybody. He was the flower of the Fathers, the con-
solation and glory of his brothers, a pursuer of 
truth, a lover of the commandments, a path to jus-
tice, a fountain of wisdom, a beacon and a mirror 
for the world… He was never crushed by adversi-
ties, nor puffed up by prosperity. (32) 

Students at the Cathedral School,  

Chartres, France   
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Bruno, the supreme hermit. (37) 

Saint Peter’s Abbey, Langres, France 

 

Bruno was a great man, with the simplicity of a 
lamb. He left the world and treated his body hard 
with fasting. (38) 

The Canons of Saint Mary’s Church, Chatil-

lon, France. 

 

 

 

“BRUNO, THE ONLY ONE IN OUR TIME 
TO HAVE TRULY RENOUNCED THE WORLD.” 

— 81 — 
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Robert, Bishop of Langres asked that the canons, 
priests, monks and hermits of his diocese pray for 
the soul of beloved Master Bruno. (39) 

Diocese of Langres, France. 

 

During his lifetime he was always pleasing to God, 
Bruno who was so dear to us. (40) 

The monks of the Abbey of Molesmes, 

France. 

 

Bruno, the devout shepherd, who loved a pure inte-
rior life… showed in his behavior what he taught by 
his words; he did not want to be an ecclesiastic of 
superior rank, but he wanted to be loved. Let him 
rejoice now in heaven, since he lived with a faithful 
heart. (43) 

Auxerre, France. 

 

O Christ, Word of the Father, grant the Heavenly 
Kingdom to your servant Bruno! During his life he 
joined himself to You with a pure heart and spurned 
the joys of this world. (48) 

Celle Monastery, Troyes, France. 

 

 

This eminent father, founder of a religious Order, 
was a model for his brothers. He gave them the ex-
ample of holding in contempt the worthless things 
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of this world, while aspiring to the heavenly reward. 
We believe that we should not groan over sinfulness 
on his part, for we think that he already enjoys 
eternal rest. For if ever the good life of a holy man 
deserved rest, then Bruno’s merits do so to the 
highest degree. When he was in various ways out-
standing here in our city, he was the consolation 
and pride of his friends. Everything turned out well 
for him, and he is the one we would prefer to all, 
and rightly so; for he was a friendly man, a compe-
tent scholar in all fields, eloquent and wealthy. He 
preferred Christ to all else and followed Him in His 
poverty. The desert welcomed him with many com-
panions. That is why we think heavenly rest is in 
store for him. If ever some slight stain still blem-
ishes him—for nobody on this earth is entirely 
without fault—may God then blot it out and grant 
him forgiveness. (52) 

From Rheims, France, the city where Bruno 

had his entire career before becoming a 

monk. 

 

Bruno sought the desert and there bore fruit of an 
exquisite perfume. He called back to Christ those 
who had been fooled by worldly vanity. Day and 
night he gave great attention to the Lord’s com-
mandments and to all he was an example of life in 
solitude. (54) 

Also from Rheims. 
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This man, who resembled Elijah and John the Bap-
tist, treasured the solitude of the desert and loved 
kindness. He had the piety and faithfulness of 
Abraham. Like Peter, he followed the Lord’s com-
mandments, despised everything to adhere to 
Christ in His poverty. He preferred to live poor for 
Christ’s sake rather than to be rich in the world. 
Thus he observed the Law of the Lord to the full. 
(55) 

Also from Rheims. 

 

 

“HE TREASURED THE SOLITUDE OF THE DESERT.” 
— 55 — 

 

Bruno, our father: a model of the devout life. (58) 

The nuns of the Monastery of Saint Peter, 

Rheims.   
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For You, Lord Christ, Bruno gets rid of all his pos-
sessions and throws away all the honors of this 
world. Having become a poor man for the sake of 
eternal life, he then shows the way to those whose 
teacher he used to be. (61) 

Saint Denis’ Abbey, Rheims. 

 

By his strength of heart and word, this teacher 
surpassed all the others in the world. He was good 
at meditating and eloquent in speech. Divine Wis-
dom gave Herself totally to him; the Divine Guest 
made Her home in the deepest secret of his soul. 
What I say is well-known to me and to all of France; 
the entire world knows it! This Divine Wisdom 
taught him to scorn the things of this world and 
made him seek exclusively the joys of heaven. (64) 

Church of Saints Timothy and Apollinaris, 

Rheims. 

 

Bruno was an honor to the clergy, the glory and the 
wisdom of the world. He impressed us deeply by the 
sharpness of his intelligence. While he was among 
us, he prospered as teacher, but when he chose to 
give up our way of life to become a hermit, he gave 
up every thought of worldly honors, and only occu-
pied himself with the love of Christ. (66) 

Cathedral of Laon, France. 
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Bruno was devout, straightforward, and full of the 
love of God. He was diligent and pure, worthy of all 
honors. Bruno still lives, for the Father has given 
him eternal life. First he was a cleric, then he be-
came a monk, and from there a hermit. (68) 

The nuns of the Monastery of Saint John the 

Baptist, Laon. 

 

Bruno, a remarkable man, must be praised for sev-
eral reasons. He taught the clergy, he became a fa-
ther to monks, and he was dear to God; he shone 
brightly with marvelous works. (70) 

Abbey of Nogent, France. 

 

Bruno was remarkable for his uprightness, and a 
pearl of wisdom. (74) 

Saint Mary’s Abbey, Blois, France. 

 

Teacher of teachers, an example to good men: Bru-
no, an outstanding man of our day. (77) 

Saint Mary’s Abbey, Lisieux, France. 

 

Dear Brothers, having sent ahead of you to heaven 
your great patron, Bruno, you should leave behind 
all human sorrow and rejoice and exult in the Lord! 
Show yourselves worthy of such a father by your 
way of life, so that he may intercede for you and 
the Lord may give you a father like him, if not his 
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equal in erudition, then at least in holiness of life. 
(78) 

Cathedral of Orleans, France. 

 

From the purity and perfection of his life, which we 
know so well, we conclude that he has attained rest 
and is now living with God. (79) 

Abbot and monks of Saint John’s Monastery, 

Soissons, France. 

 

A hermit thirsting for Christ has been snatched out 
of this life. It will be useful to the Faith of the 
Church to know his footprints. One of our monks 
here, named Walter, will say a trental for Bruno of 
holy memory, whom he loved very much and consid-
ered the only one in our time to have truly re-
nounced the world. (81) 

Monks of Saint Quentin’s Monastery, Beau-

vais, France. 

  

Bruno, an excellent man…! (83) 

Abbey of Amiens, France. 

 

Bruno, the pious shepherd, led the life of a hermit. 
(87) 

Noyon, France. 

 



 

 

 

 

“A HERMIT THIRSTING FOR CHRIST.” 
— 81 — 
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His life was pure, he was a wise hermit. (89) 

Saint Peter’s Monastery, Cambrai, France. 

 

He was a glory to the clergy. During his whole life 
he was a pursuer of the Truth. (96) 

The Church of Saint Donatian, Bruges, 

Belgium. 

 

Let hermits look carefully at the course of Bruno’s 
life. (…) Adhering to Christ, he withdrew from this 
world. (100) 

Saint Hilary’s Abbey, Poitiers, France. 

 

France, mourn! Pious Bruno, your teacher, who once 
led you to the heavenly realities, is dead. (104) 

Saint John’s Monastery, Poitiers. 

 

As long as he lived, he wanted to serve the Lord. He 
was well instructed in virtue and supported by Di-
vine Light. He remains forever beloved by God and 
by his brothers. (105) 

Saint Peter’s Monastery, near Bourges, 

France. 

 



 

 

 

 

“HE WAS KNOWLEDGEABLE IN THE PSALMS 
AND FAMOUS FOR HIS WISDOM.” 

— 107 — 
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He was knowledgeable in the Psalms and famous for 
his wisdom. It is France, his own France, which 
ought to have received the mortal remains of this 
Bruno, who is now said to have been buried in Ca-
labria. (107) 

Saint Maximin’s Abbey, Orleans, France. 

 

Bruno was the glory of teachers and the example of 
a virtuous life. He treated the world with scorn to 
take the road to heaven. In coarse garments he fol-
lowed You, O Christ. (109) 

Cathedral of Notre Dame of Paris. 

 

In the world he lived close to God. He rejected 
everything and became a poor hermit for the Lord. 
(110) 

Saint Peter’s Monastery, Meaux, France. 

 

During his life, this joyful hermit, called Bruno the 
Good, was in all things our defender. He was a mod-
el of true righteousness, learning and wisdom, an 
example to all. He constructed a building in heaven, 
which he knew would never fall apart. He was so 
worthy, so truthful, so kind. (112) 

A Calabrian Monastery, Italy. 

 



23 

France, mother and nurse of many, when will you 
have again men like Bruno? This son of yours once 
provided teaching for nations and clerics. (114) 

Saint Gervasius Church, Falaise, Normandy, 

France. 

 

Cologne bore him, but France brought him up, Bru-
no, the glory of both nations. He was a citizen of 
heaven even while still living on earth. (115) 

Saint Mary’s Cathedral, Tournai, Belgium. 

 

You used to be an example for wretched mortals, 
that they might worship Christ Whom you, Bruno, 
always worshipped. For His sake you disdained all 
the riches of the world. May the true Faith, which 
you cultivated at all times, lead you to that rest in 
Christ you longed for. (120) 

The Bishop of Saint Omer, France. 

 

Bruno, a guide to the straight path and a fountain 
of wisdom! He was careful to live exactly what he 
taught. While this good man showed by his example 
of life the things he spoke about, he shone with 
heavenly brilliance. (124) 

Cathedral of Arras, France. 

 

A light and example of the path to the highest wis-
dom just died. Bruno, you threw away possessions 
and rejected the studies you made. Hidden in an 
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obscure place you enjoyed an austere life. Pursuing 
no longer anything that changes, but grounded in 
the One, O father Bruno, you laid hold of the One, 
held captive by Him! (126) 

School of the Monastery of Saint Vaast, 

Arras. 

 

Bruno, a wise man, of deep utterance. His life is a 
useful example and the expression of the supreme 
ideal. For he sharply realized that this world will 
not remain; he trampled its attractions and held in 
contempt its honors. (127) 

The Church of La Rochelle, France. 

 

O great Bruno, you passed through this world un-
scathed. Since you spurned it, it did not harm you 
at all. Having thrown away everything, you joyfully 
sought the desert, wishing only for one thing: to be 
pleasing to God. And the fame of this man did not 
remain hidden, but spread through the world and 
was a lesson to many, giving an example of how to 
serve the One who is Good: God our Lord. What is 
there better for man to meditate upon? This way 
of salvation was useful to many and to himself. Who 
ever knew someone as happy and as wise as Bruno? 
(132) 

The clergy of the Cathedral of Lincoln, 

England. 
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Dear brothers, what your letter now announces, we 
had already learned from Bruno’s reputation, not of 
course that he passed away, but that he was a very 
kind person. Bruno was a precious stone and a col-
umn in the House of the Lord—a true defender of 
the Apostolic Faith. His genuine Faith was built on 
virtues. Glory, riches, reputation, knowledge, all this 
he had to a very high degree, but he trod it under 
foot. (136) 

The clergy of the Cathedral of York, 

England. 

 

You have already gone before us, Bruno, as our 
model. You have already accomplished what you pro-
posed to us in your prudent wisdom. You were pros-
perous in this fleeting world, but you disdained it—a 
flower that wilts—seeking to pass on to a contem-
plative life. (138) 

Ricardus, a Canon of Beverley, England. 

 

The glory of the entire clergy, an example of truth. 
(143) 

The Church of Saint Peter, Chester, England. 

 

Bruno, who left behind many things, received One. 
However, this One surpasses all other things. He 
received Christ, the sweet solace of all our effort. 
(145) 

The Abbey of Malmesbury, England   
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Bruno, father, founder of a holy religious Order, 
whose pious life is recommended by so much up-
rightness. Although he was very humble, he was a 
hermit renowned for his merits. Nobody is able to 
recall fully his amazing devoutness, nor the acts of 
his pious goodness. (146) 

The clergy of the Cathedral of Rouen, 

France. 

 

 

 

“YOU LAID HOLD OF THE ONE, 
HELD CAPTIVE BY HIM!” 

— 126 — 
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He was joyful himself, and wanted his monks to be 
joyful too. (149) 

Monastery of Saint Mary, Ponlevoy, Blois, 

France. 

 

Energetic and strong protector of his monks… pious 
and meek imitator of the holy Fathers… consolation 
of his brothers, lover of holy virtue… guardian of all 
that is good… vessel of devoutness, strongly armed 
with the shield of uprightness. (150) 

The clergy of the Cathedral of Bayeux, 

France. 

 

Flower of hermits, admirable luminary, Bruno, 
strength, model, rule for his brothers, example of a 
heavenly path, source of wisdom. (152) 

Saint George’s Church, Bayeux 

 

He accomplished in his acts what he taught with his 
mouth. (153) 

The Monastery of Saint Stephen, Caen, 

France. 

 

While on earth, in your wisdom you imitated the life 
of the angels; while still living in the body, with your 
mind you sought the things of heaven. (160) 

The clergy of the Cathedral of Le Mans, France. 
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He showed the way of a better teaching which gives 
joy without end. (166) 

The clergy of the Cathedral of Angers, 

France. 

 

Bruno was righteous, without guile, and humble. 
(170) 

Monastery of Saint Michael, Lucon, France. 

 

Bruno… luminary of all knowledge and for almost 
every priest… Foremost teacher of the Episcopal 
See of Rheims, very skilled in the Psalter and other 
branches of knowledge, he was for a long time the 
column of this metropolitan Church. But since he 
considered all of that as being transitory, he later 
sought the eremitical life in an austere and ex-
traordinary desert region. (173) 

The Monastery of Saint Vincent, La Ro-

chelle, France. 

 

Maynard, to his brothers who serve God Almighty in 
the Monastery of Saint Mary in the Desert, called 
‘the Tower’: use this world in order to enjoy God! I 
received your scroll in the year of Our Lord’s In-
carnation 1102, the second day of November. I read 
in it that the blessed (so I believe) soul of my most 
gentle teacher Bruno, while persevering in true 
charity, left the fleeting mists of this world, and on 
the wings of virtue ascended to heaven. Of course, 
I rejoice at the glorious end of such a great man.  



 

 

 

 

“HE PREFERRED CHRIST TO ALL ELSE 
AND FOLLOWED HIM IN HIS POVERTY.” 

— 52 — 
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However, I had the resolute intention to travel to 
your monastery soon, to see him and talk with him, 
to open all the secrets of my soul to him and to de-
vote myself to the Holy Trinity with you, under his 
leadership. That is why his unexpected death up-
sets me more than I can say. I am not able to keep 
back my tears. I am Maynard, the unworthy Prior of 
many monks here in the Cormarique Monastery. I 
was born in Rheims. I followed the teaching of Mas-
ter Bruno for some years and God permitted me to 
profit much from it. For this I am very grateful to 
Master Bruno. Since I have not been able to show 
him my thankfulness during his life, at least I de-
cided to do this now to his soul. So I will remember 
him and all those who loved him in Christ as long as 
I live. According to the measure of my capacities I 
will exhort and move all my sons and spiritual 
brothers to do the same thing. I will offer prayers 
and alms for him to the Triune God exactly as I 
would do for myself; and this, as long as there is 
breath in my nostrils. (176) 

Prior Maynard of Cormery Abbey, Tours, 

France. 

 

He was so kind, pious, meek, and simple. (178) 

The clergy of the Cathedral of Tropeia, Ca-

labria, Italy. 

N 
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THEMATIC INDEX 

After each entry we quote an example from one of the messages, fol-

lowed by the reference. Then we give the references () of other 

messages where the theme occurs. ‘Calabria’ refers to the poem by 

the monks of Calabria, quoted in the introduction of this booklet. 

* 

AUSTERITY: 

Hidden in an obscure place you enjoyed an austere life, 126.  

 22, 38, 109, 173. 

BRUNO AND HIS BROTHERS/FATHER:  

To the firmness of a father he joined the tenderness of a mother, Ca-

labria.    12, 32, 43, 52, 58, 61, 70, 78, 87, 105, 112, 124, 126, 

146, 149, 150, 152, 176. 

CHRIST:   
A hermit thirsting for Christ, 81.    13, 48, 52, 54, 55, 61, 66, 78, 

100, 105, 109, 110, 120, 145, 176. 

CHURCH:  

Bruno was a precious stone and a column in the House of the Lord, 

136.    31, 81, 173. 

COMMANDMENTS/LAW:  

Day and night he gave great attention to the Lord’s commandments, 

54.    32, 55. 

EQUANIMITY:  

Bruno deserves to be praised for many things, but especially for 

this: his life was always the same, Calabria.    32. 

EXAMPLE:  
He gave an example of how to serve the One who is Good: God our 

Lord, 132.    13, 29, 32, 38, 52, 54, 58, 66, 70, 77, 81, 83, 96, 100, 

109, 112, 114, 115, 120, 124, 126, 127, 138, 143, 152, 173, 176. 

FAITH:  
…the true Faith, which you cultivated at all times, 120.    81, 136. 

FOUNDER:  

…so great a man who by his teaching and example made a new 

branch sprout forth in Christ, 13.    52, 146. 
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GOD:   

Bruno was full of the love of God, 68.    17, 40, 48, 64, 70, 79, 

105, 110, 126, 132, 176. 

GOODNESS/KINDNESS/LOVE:  
He always had a smile on his face, Calabria.    12, 31, 32, 39, 40, 

43, 52, 55, 66, 68, 77, 105, 112, 124, 136, 146, 176, 178. 

HEAVEN/ETERNAL LIFE/REST:  
He became a monk, and already he tasted the joys of heaven, 29. 

 17, 43, 48, 52, 61, 64, 68, 78, 79, 104, 109, 112, 115, 120, 124, 

152, 160, 176. 

HERMIT/MONK/SOLITUDE/DESERT:  

He treasured the solitude of the desert, 55.    11, 16, 17, 22, 29, 

37, 52, 54, 66, 68, 70, 81, 87, 89, 100, 110, 112, 126, 132, 138, 146, 

152, 173. 

JOYFULNESS:  

He was joyful himself, and wanted his monks to be joyful too, 149. 

 64, 112, 132, 166, Calabria. 

PIETY/PURITY/HOLINESS/VIRTUES:  
While persevering in true charity, he left the fleeting mists of this 

world, and on the wings of virtue ascended to heaven, 176. 

 7, 12, 13, 22, 29, 31, 38, 43, 52, 55, 58, 68, 78, 79, 87, 89, 104, 

105, 109, 136, 146, 150, 170, 178. 

RENOUNCING THE WORLD/POVERTY:  
…the only one in our time to have truly renounced the world, 81. 

 22, 38, 48, 52, 54, 55, 61, 64, 66, 100, 109, 110, 120, 126, 127, 

132, 136, 138, 145, 173, 176. 

TEACHER/MASTER BRUNO/WISDOM:  
Bruno, a guide to the straight path and a fountain of wisdom! He 

was careful to live exactly what he taught, 124.    11, 13, 29, 31, 

32, 39, 43, 52, 61, 64, 66, 70, 74, 77, 78, 89, 96, 104, 107, 109, 112, 

114, 126, 127, 132, 136, 138, 152, 153, 160, 166, 173, 176, Ca-

labria. 

UPRIGHTNESS/RIGHTEOUSNESS:  
Bruno was straightforward, 68.    16, 31, 32, 43, 55, 74, 112, 143, 

146, 150, 170, Calabria.  N 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

“HE BECAME A MONK, AND ALREADY HE TASTED 
THE JOYS OF HEAVEN.” 

— 29 — 
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“THE DESERT WELCOMED HIM 
WITH MANY COMPANIONS.” 

— 52 — 



 

 

CARTHUSIAN EMBLEM 

— 13TH CENTURY — 

A GLOBE SURMOUNTED BY THE CROSS 
WITH SEVEN STARS SYMBOLIZING SAINT BRUNO 

AND HIS FIRST FOLLOWERS 

THE LATIN MOTTO RUNS AS FOLLOWS 
”STAT CRUX DUM VOLVITUR ORBIS” 

WHICH MEANS 
“THE CROSS STANDS FIRM, WHILE THE WORLD TURNS”



 

 


