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SAINT BRUNOôS OWN WORDS 

Sermons of Reverend Father 
Dom Andr® Poisson for the 9

th
 Centenary 

of the Arrival of Saint Bruno at Chartreuse, 
Given at La Grande Chartreuse, 1983-1984 

Part 1: Sermons I-V (1983) 

N 

FOREWORD  

The General Chapter has recognized Saint Brunoôs role as the media-

tor of grace with respect of his sons. He discharges this function in 

the first place by his prayer, his transparence in the presence of the 

living God, Whose luminosity he reflects in the secret places of our 

hearts and in the very life of the Order. But have we not sometimes 

certain tendencies to underestimate the other message which he never 

ceases to pass on to us: the letters, literally written by his hand, in 

which his heart expresses itself with all freedom and truth? 

Upon these letters there have been learned studies in the past and no 

doubt there will be more to come in the future. They are of value as 

they incite to penetrate into the intentions of our Blessed Father. 

But they do not exhaust the possibilities which present themselves to 

us for sitting at his feet. For just as learned exegesis prepares us for 

lectio divina, both simple and appetizing of the Word of God, so side 

by side with the technical studies of the letters of Saint Bruno we are 

summoned to lectio divina of this utterance of the word of God which 

they represent for us. 

It is a personal contact which each one of us ought to seek in the si-

lence of the cell according to his personal attractions and the move-

ment of grace. Would that each one of us might from time to time re-

turn to these letters in order to remain close to this source of living 

water in all its irreplaceability which Providence has placed at our 

disposal. 
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It is in this spirit that the Sermons addressed to the Chapter of the 

Grande Chartreuse, from the feast of Saint Bruno in 1983 until that of 

Saint John the Baptist 1984, have taken as their guiding line the let-

ters of Bruno, not in order to use them as a systematic course of read-

ing, but to allow oneself to be directed by themes which seem today to 

correspond with very real needs. 

By way of brotherly sharing, and in homage to our Spiritual Father, I 

transmit them to the whole Order, not by way of an official indoctri-

nation, but as an encouragement addressed to each one of us that we 

should pay ever greater heed to the advice given us in the Customs of 

Guigo, ñDo not rest content with the above examples in praise of our 

vocation; gather together many moreé,ò*  by reading with your own 

heart everything that Saint Bruno says to it even today. 

(signed) Fr. ANDRÉ
À
 

ę 

 

                                                      
*
 Statutes of the Carthusian Order (abbreviation St), 2.12. 
À
 Dom André Poisson (1923-2005), was Prior of La Grande Chartreuse and Superior 

General (ñReverend Fatherò) of the Carthusian Order from 1967 to 1997. He was 

Prior of the Charterhouse of the Transfiguration from 1997 to 1999, and Vicar of 

the Nuns of the Charterhouse of Vedana from 1999 to 2001. 
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LETTERS  OF  SAINT  BRUNO  

1. TO RAOUL LE VERD, 
PROVOST OF THE RHEIMS CHAPTER 

1. To the Venerable Raoul Provost of Rheims in a spirit of most pure 

charity Bruno addresses his salutations. 

In you there shines the fidelity of an old and solid friendship, all the 

more remarkable and more worthy of praise that it is more rare to encounter 

it among men. Despite the distances and periods of time which have separat-

ed us, never for a moment has your affection come to the point where it 

could feel itself cut off from its old friend. The profound gentleness of the 

letters in which you have told me once again of the tenderness of your 

friendship, the generous benefits bestowed with such prodigality upon my 

person as also upon Brother Bernard on my behalf, and many further signs 

beyond, all these things give further proof. My gratitude is certainly not at 

the height which you would deserve, but it gushes from the crystalline 

sources of affection and as a reply to such overwhelming kindness. 

2. A traveler, who on other occasions proved sufficiently reliable, has 

left quite a long time ago as bearer of a letter I was sending to you. As he has 

never yet reappeared, it seemed to me reasonable to send a member of our 

community in order to keep your charity informed of what is happening to 

me. In writing I can no longer keep abreast of it, by verbal reports he will be 

able to give it to you more in detail. 

3. May your dignity be awareðfor perhaps it is not a question of indif-

ference for youðthat my bodily health is good (if only it were the same for 

the soul!); for everything that concerns external matters all goes as well as 

one could wish. But in very truth I am waiting in persevering prayer a ges-

ture of the divine mercy which would heal all my interior miseries and satis-

fy my desires. 

4. I am in Calabria with certain brothers, men of religion some of whom 

are highly cultivated, who constantly mount a holy guard while waiting the 

return of their Master so that they can open up for Him as soon as He 

knocks.
*
 I live in a wilderness far removed on all sides from dwellings of 

men. On its charm, its wholesome and moderate air, the vast and agreeable 

plain which stretches itself out between the mountain ranges, with its grassy 

meadows and its flowering pastures, how can one make worthy comment. 

                                                      
*
 See Luke 12:36. 



 

 8 

The perspectives of the hills, which climb gently on all sides, the shady se-

crets of the valleys, where there is all the abundance of streams you could 

want, trickling waters and springing freshets, who would dare to describe 

them, not to mention well-watered gardens and orchards planted with various 

trees. 

5. But why spend my 

time on all that? For the wise 

man quite other are the pleas-

ures, infinitely sweeter and 

more valuable because of di-

vine origin. After all, when the 

rigor of regular discipline and 

spiritual exercises impose bur-

dens on souls too fragile, the 

latter finds relief and repose in 

these charms. For the bow in 

fact by remaining too bent 

without relaxation loses its 

strength and is no longer fit for 

use. 

6. What benefits and di-

vine exultation the silence and 

solitude of the desert hold in 

store for those who love it, 

only those who have experi-

enced it can know. 

There alone can ardent 

men enter as much as they 

want into themselves and stay there, giving vigorous growth to their virtues, 

and with delight nourishing themselves on the fruits of Paradise. 

There alone does one seek actively for that eye whose clear gaze 

wounds with love the Heavenly Spouse, the pure and transparent love which 

sees God. 

There alone we can observe a busy leisure, and rest in quiet activity. 

There also, God crowns His athletes for their stern struggle with the 

hoped-for reward: a peace unknown to the world, and joy in the Holy Spirit. 

For she is that fair Rachel in all her elegance, the one whom Jacob pre-

ferred even if she gave him fewer children than Leah, the mother of more 

children despite her dim eyes.
*
 Indeed the offspring of contemplation are less 

                                                      
*
 See Genesis 29:17-18 
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numerous than those of active life; nevertheless Joseph and Benjamin are 

preferred by their father to their other brothers.
*
 

It is the better part chosen by Mary of which she will not be deprived.
À
 

7. For she is the lovely Shunammite, the only maiden reserved through-

out Israel to embrace to her bosom the aging David and to restore his waning 

affection.
ÿ
 

 

And you, my very dear Brother, do you not love her above all else, so 

that grasped in her embrace, you are burning with a love quite divine. If ever 

a desire for contemplation sprang up in your soul, immediately that seductive 

and caressing cheat, which is the glory of the world, would fill you with dis-

gust, and riches so overladen with cares, so burdensome for the spirit, would 

find themselves effortlessly cast aside, and pleasures themselves would grow 

repugnant, for they are no less harmful to the body than to the soul. 

8. In your wisdom you are not unaware Who has said, ñIf anyone loves 

the world and that is in the world, that is to say sensual lust, the enticement 

for the eyes and a pretentious lifeðthe love of the Father is not in him.ò
§
 

And similarly ñWhoever wants to be a lover of the world makes himself an 

enemy of God.ò
**

 But then is there a worse disorder, a similar manifestation 

of a spirit out of order and in a state of collapse, an attitude more deadly or 

                                                      
*
 See Genesis, passim. 
À
 See Luke 10:38-42. 
ÿ
 See 1 Kings 1:2-3. 

§
 1 Jn 2:15-16. 

**
 James 4:4. 



 

 10 

more lamentable than to rise up against Him Whose power is irresistible and 

Whose justice is certain, and to wish to declare war on Him? Are we stronger 

than He is? Today His goodness invites us without ever wearying to show 

ourselves penitent, but does that mean to say that He will not in the end pun-

ish the insult committed by scorning this offer? What could be more contra-

ry, more opposed to reason, to justice, to nature, than to love the creature 

more than the Creator, to pursue passing advantages rather than eternity itself 

or things terrestrial rather than celestial? 

9. What are we then to do, O my well beloved friend? What if not to be-

lieve in the divine counsels, to believe in that Truth itself which can never 

deceive? It in effect gives this advice to the entire world, ñCome to Me, all 

who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.ò
*
 Is it not a ghastly 

and useless torture to be tormented by ones desires, to be constantly bruising 

oneself against the cares and anguish, the fear and suffering caused by these 

desires? What burden is heavier than that the weight of which drags down 

the spirit from the summit of its sublime dignity towards the lowest depths of 

total wickedness? Flee, O my dear brother, flee from all these troubles and 

anxieties, and pass from the storms of this world to the repose and security of 

the harbor. 

10. In your prudence you well know what Wisdom itself has said, 

ñWhoever of you does not renounce all that he has cannot be My disciple.òÀ 

That it is noble, useful and pleasant to stay firm in its school under the guid-

ance of the Holy Spirit, and there to learn the divine philosophy which alone 

bestows true happiness, is this not clear to all? 

11. So it is therefore of the highest importance for you to examine the 

situation with all possible wisdom and prudence. If the love that God be-

stows on you does not attract you, if the allurements of such rewards do not 

undermine your resistance, do at least allow yourself to be convinced by the 

fear of an inescapable punishment. 

12. You know the obligation which binds you, and to Whom you are so 

bound. Almighty and awe-inspiring is He Whom you have made a vow to 

give yourself as an offering agreeable in His eyes: you have not the right to 

break down on that word you have pledged to Him and it is not to your inter-

est to do so for He cannot tolerate that men should fool Him with impunity. 

13. You, whom I love, will recall. One day we were both together with 

Fulk One-eye in the little garden belonging to Adamôs house where I was 

then lodging. The deceitful pleasures, the perishable riches of this world, and 

the joys of unending glory were, it seems to me, the subject of our conversa-

                                                      
*
 Matthew 11:28. 
À
 Luke 14:33. 
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tion. At that moment, on fire with divine love, we have promised and made a 

vow, and decided to leave without delay this fleeting world to put ourselves 

in pursuit of the eternal realities and to accept the monastic habit. All this 

would have been done at once had not Fulk then left for Rome. We put off 

the execution of our plan until the 

time of his return. He was delayed, 

other motives came into play, 

courage cooled off and fervor 

waned.  

14. What is to be done, my 

very dear friend, if not to discharge 

yourself as soon as you can of such 

debt, if for so grave and so pro-

longed a breach of your word you 

do not wish to incur the wrath of 

the almighty God, and thereby 

atrocious sufferings? What great 

men of this world would indeed 

allow any one of his subjects to 

cheat him of a gift he had promised 

to make him, especially if he at-

tached exceptional value to it? So I 

ask you to put your confidence not 

in my words, but rather in those of 

the Psalmist or indeed of those of the Holy Spirit, ñMake and keep vows to 

the Lord your God. May all present bring gifts to this awesome God, Who 

checks the pride of princes, inspires awe among the kings of earth.ò
*
 You 

hear your God, you hear Him Who fills with terror and cuts short the breath 

of princes. You hear Him Who fills the kings of the earth with terror. Why is 

the Holy Spirit so insistent if not to persuade you to fulfill the vow which 

you promised? Why fulfill only with regret what will not involve you in any 

loss or diminution of your assets? It is you who will find therein the greater 

advantages and not He Whom you will be paying His dues. 

15. May the deceitful charms of wealth so incapable of banishing un-

happiness no longer retain you, nor the dazzle of your position as Provost 

which it is so difficult to perform without putting your soul in grave danger. 

For you find yourself established as the custodian of other menôs property 

and not its proprietor; if you divert it to your own personal useðplease do 

not allow my language to irritate youðit is no less odious than unjust. If 

luxury and splendor allure you and you keep up a household of considerable 

                                                      
*
 Psalm 76:12-13. 

SAINT BRUNO AND H IS COMPANIONS 
IN THE GARDEN OF THE HOUSE OF ADAM  

BY A CARTHUSIAN MONK  
FRANCE, 2OTH CENTURY 
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magnificence, are you not going to be obliged to make up for the insufficien-

cy of the income which you have earned by honest means, to find methods of 

depriving some of what you are giving to others? To do so is neither moral 

nor to show oneself generous, for nothing is generous unless it is basically 

just. 

16. I would like to see your love convinced of one thing, My Lord the 

Archbishop has great confidence in your advice and gladly leans on it. It is 

easy enough to give advice not all of which is right or useful, and the thought 

of the services you render him ought not to prevent you from giving to God 

the tenderness you owe Him. This tenderness the more just it is, the more it 

is useful. 

Yes, what is there so just and so useful, in other words what is there in 

human nature so deeply rooted and so profoundly adapted as loving the 

good? What other good can compare with 

God? Indeed, what other good is there be-

sides God? 

What is more, in the presence of this 

Good, Whose incomparable brilliance, 

splendor and beauty can in some small 

measure be experienced, the holy soul is 

inflamed by the fire of love, ñMy soul 

thirsts,ò it says, ñfor the strong living God; 

when shall I come and appear before the 

Face of God?ò
*
 

17. I hope, dear brother, that you will 

not disdain this friendly reminder or turn a 

deaf ear to the words of the Holy Spirit. I 

hope, beloved friend, that you will grant my 

desire and my prolonged period of waiting; that my soul be released from the 

torture of anxieties, cares and the fear it suffers on your behalf. For if it hap-

pened to youðand may God preserve you from itðthat you left this life 

before fulfilling your vow, you would leave me a prey to constant sadness, a 

broken man without the consolation of any hope. 

18. That is why I am anxious to influence you by my insistence: on the 

occasion for example of a pilgrimage to Saint Nicholas, be kind enough to 

come as far as me. You will then see someone who is fond of you with an 

unequalled affection. We shall be able to discuss with each other our affairs, 

our manner of religious life and our common interests. I have confidence in 

                                                      
*
 Psalm 41:3 Vulgate, Douay-Rheims Bible; Psalm 42:3 New American Bible. 
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our Lord that you will not regret having braved the fatigues of such a jour-

ney. 

19. I have overstepped the normal limits of a letter; as I am not able to 

address you side by side, I shall at least have spent longer with you while I 

was chatting to you. 

Keep out of all danger, my dear Brother; donôt forget my advice and 

keep well. This is my most fervent wish. 

Send me a copy of the life of Saint Remigius, I beg of you, for it is im-

possible to get it down here. 

Farewell. 

N 

2. TO HIS SONS AT CHARTREUSE 

A letter that our Venerable Father Bruno wrote in a hermitage in Ca-

labria known as The Tower, and which he addressed to his Sons at Char-

treuse. 

To his sons so dearly beloved in Christ, Father Bruno sends his greet-

ings in our Lord. 

1.1. I have learned the inflexible strictness of 

your prudent and truly praiseworthy observance 

thanks to the detailed and kindly-intentioned re-

port which our only too happy Brother Landuin 

has given me. I have heard him recount to me your 

holy love and your unflagging zeal for purity of 

heart and for virtue in all its forms. For all of 

which my spirit exults in the Lord.
*
 

1.2. Yes indeed I exult, I feel myself led on 

to praise the Lord and to thank Him and yet never-

theless my sighs are of the bitterest. I exult, it is 

true, as indeed it should be, to see your virtue mul-

tiplying and bearing fruit, but I suffer and blush at 

remaining fruitless and slack, and lying in the 

shame of my sinfulness.  

1.3. So, rejoice, my very dear brothers, in your fortunate fate and the 

abundance of graces which God has lavished on you. 

                                                      
*
 See Luke 1:47. 
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Rejoice also in having escaped from the tossing waves of the world and 

from all their dangers and shipwrecks. Rejoice in having entered into posses-

sion of rest and security at having been able to cast anchor in the most hid-

den of harbors. 

1.4. Many would want to arrive at your goal; indeed many make every 

effort to attain to it without ever getting there; finally, many after having got 

there are not admitted, because Heaven has not granted such a grace to any-

one of them. Therefore, my brothers, count it a certitude, proven time and 

time again: whoever has once experienced such an enviable good, and sub-

sequently lost it for whatever reasons, will grieve over his loss to the end of 

his days, if he has any regard or concern for the salvation of his soul. 

* * *  

2.1. With reference to you, my dearly beloved lay brothers, I say ñMy 

soul magnifies the Lord,ò
*
 for I witness how his measureless mercy came to 

rest on you, when I hear how your Prior and 

beloved Father, who is so proud and happy 

on your account, recount it all. 

2.2. I too am full of joy to see how in 

your case, who know neither how to read or 

write, the almighty God writes with His 

own finger in your hearts the love and 

knowledge of His holy law. Yes, you show 

forth by your acts what you love or what 

you know when you practice true obedience 

with all prudence and generosity. It then 

becomes apparent that you know how to 

gather the infinitely sweet and life-giving 

fruit of what God is writing in you. 

2.3. This genuine obedience which 

you practice is the accomplishment of the desires of God; at the same time it 

gives access to the complete submission according to the Holy Spirit of 

which it is the distinctive sign. It cannot exist without much humility and an 

exceptional abnegation. It is always accompanied by a very pure love of the 

Lord and authentic charity towards our fellow men. 

2.4. So, my dear brothers, abide in that which you have attained, and 

flee as from the plague that baneful crowd of would-be monks. They scatter 

everywhere their bits of writings, muttering things they neither understand 

nor like and which they contradict by their words no less than by their acts. 

                                                      
*
 Luke 1:46. 
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Idle wanderers from place to place, they turn themselves into slanderers of 

anyone who leads a good and religious life. While obedience and all forms of 

discipline are detestable to them, they consider themselves worthy of all 

praise if they have destroyed the character of those who have deserved it. 

* * *  

3.1. I wanted to keep brother Landuin near me because of his serious 

and numerous ailments. But for him there can be no question of recovering 

health, joy, life or anything else of value far away from you all; and he re-

fused. His abundant tears and repeated sighs gave ample testimony of how 

much you count for him and with what flawless love he cherishes you all. 

And so I did not wish to compel him, 

so as not to hurt anyone: neither him-

self nor any one of you who are so dear 

to me by reason of your virtues. 

3.2. And so, dear brothers, I warn 

you quite frankly, I beseech you and I 

insist: give active proof of the love you 

cherish in your hearts for him, your 

Prior and most dear Father; with all 

delicacy and affectionate care obtain 

for him everything that his various 

infirmities require. 

3.3. It is possible that he will re-

fuse these affectionate services and 

that he will prefer to place his health 

and life at risk rather than to fall down 

in any way from the strictness of ob-

servance. There is no question of ac-

cepting this. Perhaps he will be 

ashamed if he, the leader of the com-

munity, is to find himself at the bottom in this respect, and he would be 

afraid if through his fault anyone of you should fall into a relaxed way of 

life, but in my opinion there is nothing to be feared on this side. 

3.4. As I do not at all want you to be deprived of such a grace, I author-

ize you to take my place, so that you can with all respect oblige him to ac-

cept anything you give him for his health. 

As for me, dear brothers, after God I have only one desire, that is to 

come and see you. As soon as I can I shall realize it with the help of God. 

Farewell!

BRUNO AND LANDUIN WITH OUR LADY 
BY ANTONIO CALLÁ 

ITALY, 20TH CENTURY 
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