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INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOKLET 

On Sunday, October 9, 2011 Pope Benedict XVI made a pastoral 

visit to Calabria, Southern Italy. In the morning he celebrated Mass in 

Lamezia Terme and recited the Angelus with the people. In the after-

noon he first greeted the people of the 

town of Serra San Bruno in Santo 

Stefano Square outside the Charter-

house founded by Saint Bruno.  

Then he presided at Sunday Ves-

pers celebrated with the Carthusian 

community. The Prior of the Charter-

house welcomed the Holy Father, who 

addressed the Carthusian community 

with a homily on ñthe specific charism 

of the Charterhouse as a precious gift 

for the Church and for the world.ò 

The Reverend Father (our Minister General), who according to 

our Statutes never leaves the limits of La Grande Chartreuse, was for 

this solemn occasion represented by two Priors. The nuns of our Or-
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der, who could not enter the enclosure of the Charterhouse of Serra 

San Bruno, had delegated a Vicar.
*
 

The Holy Father met personally with the monks of the communi-

ty and the other members of the Order. He also visited a cell and the 

infi rmary. 

In the present booklet we publish the following texts: 

1.  Signs from a Seismic Land, the Editorial by Carlo Di Cicco; 

2.  The Monastery a Model for Society. The Holy Father with the 

People on his Arrival at Serra San Bruno; 

3.  The Address of the Prior of the Charterhouse of Serra San Bruno. 

4.  Finding the Essential in Silence. Homily of his Holiness Bene-

dict XVI , Sunday, October 9, 2011 at the celebration of Vespers. 

All these texts, except the Priorôs address, appeared in 

LôOsservatore Romano, nÁ 41, October 12, 2011. 

f 

 

THE CHARTERHOUSE OF SERRA SAN BRUNO

                                                      
*
 The Vicar is a Carthusian monk who lives with the nuns, outside their monasteryôs 

enclosure, and performs the pastoral duties for them. 



 5 

SIGNS FROM A SEISMIC LAND 

LôOsservatore Romano 
October 12, 2011 

pp. 1-2 

BY CARLO DI CICCO 

N 

Cold, mud and fatigue were not enough to dim the signs of light 

during the eleven hours of Benedict XVIôs visit to Calabria. The Pope 

was expected in the morning in Lamezia Terme, in the afternoon at 

Serra San Bruno and then at the famous Charterhouse. 

His brief visit was in itself a much desired sign of encouragement 

for the people of Lamezia, as well as those in most of southern Italy, 

who struggle daily with difficult social problems. At Serra, where the 

German Saint Bruno has left an indelible mark, the meeting with the 

Pope, a fellow countryman of the monk, was an incentive to renew 

determination to resolve the grave unemployment crisis which partic-

ularly affects young people. Benedict XVI put himself in tune with 

the people who had waited for him since dawn after a night of torren-

tial rain, addressing in dear words all of the people of Calabria, ña 

land that is seismic,ò he said, ñnot just ecologically but also from a 

structural, behavioral and social point of view.ò The way out of the 

unemployment emergency and an ñoften brutalò criminality can only 

be found in unity and solidarity, increased collaboration, taking care 

of one another and the common good. 

The Pope reminded Catholics in particular of the need for ñmod-

ern and organicò pastoral work, gathering all the Christian forces 

around the Bishop, spreading the practice of lectio divina and 

knowledge of the social teaching. From these two initiatives, the Pope 

hopes for the birth of ña new generation of men and women who can 
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promote not so much their private interests but rather the common 

good.ò  

The Pontiffôs stop in Lamezia was not simply a pause on his pil-

grimage to the Charterhouse, a symbolic place which holds the secret 

to the solution of human problems. In fact, he arrived there without 

forgetting any of the questions of those he encountered on the way. 

He brought those questions with him, expanding the horizon the bet-

ter to glimpse a solution to the problems of the region. Bene-

dict XVIôs constant desire to remain connected to the charism of the 

contemplative life is born from the conviction that the monastery has 

not exhausted its beneficial function in society. Only the context has 

changed. Today, rather than reclaiming the marshlands, the monaster-

ies serve to reclaim the climate of society ñpolluted by a mindset that 

is neither Christian nor even human.ò It continues to be a model of a 

society centered on God and on brotherly relations. 

An interesting dialogue was established between the Pope and 

the Prior of the Charterhouse during the celebration of Vespers. A 

singular and profound exchange on the love of God that becomes uni-

versal. Perhaps one of the symbolic moments, in its simplicity, of 

Benedict XVIôs Pontificate. 

 

POPE BENEDICT XVI  
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The Prior expressed the humble perception of self which the 

monks cultivate, conscious of occupying a modest place in the 

Church, and he then spoke of monastic life as an experience of love 

which embraces the entire world; of the solitude which opens up to a 

universal communion. The Pope responded, speaking to the monks 

but with the intention of speaking to the whole Church, emphasizing 

the ñdeep bond that exists between Peter and Bruno, between pastoral 

service to the Churchôs unity and the contemplative vocation in the 

Church.ò Those ñseizedò by love for God, who are witnesses to the 

essential, assist the Church and the world in rediscovering their own 

souls, encouraging human cities to free themselves from noise and 

spiritual emptiness and return to the experience of ñthe most real Re-

ality that exists.ò Thus, a dash of the cloister spirit would do no harm. 

a 

 

 

 

COAT OF ARMS  
OF POPE BENEDICT XVI



 8 

The Holy Father 
with the People on his Arrival 

at Serra San Bruno 

THE MONASTERY 
A MODEL FOR SOCIETY 

LôOsservatore Romano 
October 12, 2011 

p. 10 

N 

The Holy Father arrived at Serra San Bruno on Sunday afternoon, 9 

October, having spent the morning at Lamezia Terme. Before visiting 

the Charterhouse Benedict XVI responded to the Mayorôs greeting 

with this Address in Italian and to the people present. The following is 

a translation. 

Mr. Mayor,  

Venerable Brother in the Episcopate,  

Distinguished Authorities,  

Dear Friends of Serra San Bruno, 

I am glad to be able to meet you before entering the Charter-

house, where I shall spend the second part of my pastoral visit to Ca-

labria. I greet you all with affection and thank you for your warm 

welcome; I also thank in particular Archbishop Vincenzo Bertolone of 

Catanzaro-Squillace and Mr. Bruno Rosi, the Mayor, for his courte-

ous words. It is true, two Visits, close together, by the Successor of 

Peter are a privilege for your civil community. 

However, as the Mayor has rightly pointed out, it is a great privi-

lege above all to have in your territory this spiritual ñcitadelò which is 

the Charterhouse. The very presence of the monastic community, with 
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its long history that dates back to Saint Bruno, is a constant reference 

to God, it is openness to Heaven and an invitation to remember that 

we are brothers and sisters in Christ. 

Monasteries have a very preciousðI would say indispensableð

function in the world. If  in the Middle-Ages they were centers for the 

reclaiming of swamplands, today they serve to ñreclaimò the envi-

ronment in a different sense: at times, in fact, the atmosphere we 

breathe in our societies is not healthy, it is polluted by a mindset that 

is neither Christian nor even human because it is dominated by eco-

nomic interests, it is solely concerned with earthly things and lacks a 

spiritual dimension. In such an atmosphere not only God is marginal-

ized, but also our neighbor, and no effort is made for the common 

good. The monastery, instead, is a model of a society centered on God 

and on brotherly relations. We stand in great need of this in our time 

too. 

Dear friends of Serra San Bruno, the privilege of having the 

Charterhouse nearby is also a responsibility for you: cherish the great 

spiritual tradition of this place and endeavor to put it into practice in 

daily life. May the Virgin Mary and Saint Bruno protect you always. I 

cordially bless all of you and your families. 

b 

 
THE HOLY FATHER IN  THE TOWN OF SERRA SAN BRUNO 



 

 

 

  

 

 

FROM TOP TO BOTTOM: 
1ST ROW: THE POPEMOBILE ENTERING THE MONASTERY GROUNDS & 

THE PRIOR WELCOMING THE HOLY FATHER ; 
2ND ROW: WALKING TO THE CHURCH ð ENTERING THE CHURCH ; 

3RD ROW: PRAYING IN THE CHURCH .
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THE ADDRESS OF THE PRIOR OF THE 

CHARTERHOUSE OF SERRA SAN BRUNO 

Serra San Bruno 
October 9

th
 2011 

N 

Holy and Most loved Father,  

Laudetur Jesus Christus
*
 

Praise, Glory and honor to Him Who in His immense goodness 

has granted us this moment of grace. The Antiphon that will introduce 

this evening the hymn of the Virgin Mary will put these words on our 

lips: Deus visitavit plebem Suam (ñGod has visited His peopleò). 

Truly God today visits our community. Great is our gratitude to 

the Holy Trinity as is our boundless gratitude to Your Holiness for 

this gift that moves us to the depths of the soul and fills us with joy, 

and first of all Saint Bruno that you encounter in this Holy Place, the 

man of God who also came from Germany, and who, after passing 

through Reims, the desert of Chartreuse and Rome, stopped here leav-

ing behind a great task, to devote his footsteps throughout his life to 

contemplate God and to love Him with all his heart. 

The community who welcomes you, Holy Father, in its poverty 

and smallness, tries to keep alight the lamp of prayer in silence and 

obscurity. Many of us like Saint Bruno come from other countries. 

We are also different in age. There are monks of the cloister, priests 

and lay brothers, but all share the same vocation of men consecrated 

totally to the service of God, striving in the shelter of enclosure to 

make our lives a constant prayer. 

We certainly recognize ourselves as unworthy sons of Saint Bru-

no, Cartusiae pauperes (ñthe poor of Chartreuseò), as Guigo I wrote 

to your predecessor Innocent II. We are also aware that we occupy a 

                                                      
*
 ñPraised be Jesus Christò: a traditional greeting in the Charterhouse. 
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very poor and modest place within the Church, even our lives are not 

always well understood, but we do not try to convince anyone, as love 

cannot be justified. 

We are here through a particular design of Godôs love: without 

any merit of ours, He called us and we let ourselves be seduced by 

Him, captus ab Uno, (ñgrasped by the Oneò) as was said of Bruno, 

and like his, our hearts have been inflamed so that we could not con-

tain this fire within. 

Obvious are our limits, obvious our weakness, but relying on the 

Word of God, nourished by the Eucharist daily and obeying the Holy 

Spirit, the grace has been given to us not only to serve God, but even 

to cleave to Him in love. In God we are close to all men on earth, es-

pecially to those who seek, who struggle or who suffer. 

 

THE PRIOR, STANDING IN THE CHOIR STALLS ON THE LEFT, 
ADDRESSING THE HOLY FATHER. 

The love that permeates our hearts embraces the whole world 

and our solitude opens up to a universal communion. In particular, we 

experience a deep bond with the people of God and His shepherds. In 

our prayers, through the day and in the night, we bring before the 

Lord all the intentions of the Church, making our own its aspirations 

and its difficulties. First of all, I assure Your Holiness of our prayerful 

support, and I wish to take this occasion to mark our devoted submis-

sion and our filial affection. 
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To thank you now for your words and your benediction, the 

monks of this community unite with me, and with all the members of 

our Order, especially our Minister General, represented by two Priors 

and our nuns, who have delegated a monk to offer you their warmest 

homage. 

Laudetur Jesus Christus! 

c 

 

 

 

  

SAINT BRUNO AND SAINT LANUIN , 
HIS SUCCESSOR AT SERRA SAN BRUNO. 

[STATUES ON THE H IGH ALTAR IN THE MONASTERY CHURCH ]  



 

 

 

THE HOLY FATHER ADDRESSING THE COMMUNITY  
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PASTORAL VISIT TO SERRA SAN BRUNO 
CELEBRATION OF VESPERS 

FINDING THE ESSENTIAL IN SILENCE 

Homily of his Holiness Benedict XVI 
Sunday, October 9, 2011 

LôOsservatore Romano 
October 12, 2011 

pp. 7 and 10 

N 

Venerable Brothers in the Episcopate,  

Dear Brother Carthusians,  

Dear Brothers, 

I thank the Lord Who has brought me to this place of faith and 

prayer, the Charterhouse of Serra San Bruno. In renewing my grateful 

greeting to Archbishop Vincenzo Bertolone, Archbishop of Catanza-

ro-Squillace, I address this Carthusian community, each one of its 

members, with great affection, starting with the Prior, Fr. Jacques 

Dupont, whom I warmly thank for his words, while I ask him to 

communicate my grateful thoughts and blessing to the Minister Gen-

eral and to the nuns of the Order. 

I am first of all eager to stress that this visit of mine comes in 

continuity with certain signs of strong communion between the Apos-

tolic See and the Carthusian Order, which became apparent in the past 

century. In 1924, Pope Pius XI issued an Apostolic Constitution with 

which he approved the Statutes of the Order, revised in the light of the 

Code of Canon Law. In May 1984, Blessed John Paul II addressed a 

special letter to the Minister General, on the occasion of the ninth cen-
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tenary of the foundation by Saint Bruno of the first community at the 

Chartreuse (Charterhouse) near Grenoble. On October 5 of that year, 

my beloved Predecessor was here and the memory of him walking by 

these walls is still vivid. 

Today I come to you in the wake of these events, past but ever 

timely, and I would like our meeting to highlight the deep bond that 

exists between Peter and Bruno, between pastoral service to the 

Churchôs unity and the contemplative vocation in the Church. Eccle-

sial communion, in fact, demands an inner force, that force which Fa-

ther Prior has just recalled, citing the expression captus ab Uno, as-

cribed to Saint Bruno: ñgrasped by the One,ò by God, Unus potens 

per omnia (ñOne -in nature- and all-powerfulò), as we sang in the 

Vespers hymn. From the contemplative community the ministry of 

pastors draws a spiritual sap that comes from God. 

 

SAINT BRUNO KNEELING  
BEFORE 

POPE URBAN II  

Fugitive relinquere et æterna captare: ñTo abandon transient re-

ality and seek to grasp that which is eternal.ò These words from the 

letter your Founder addressed to Raoul, Provost of Rheims, contain 

the core of your spirituality (see Letter to Raoul le Verd, 13): the 

strong desire to enter into union of life with God, abandoning every-

thing else, everything that stands in the way of this communion, and 

letting oneself be grasped by the immense love of God to live this 

love alone. 
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Dear brothers you have found the hidden treasure, the pearl of 

great value (see Matthew 13:44-46); you have responded radically to 

Jesusô invitation: ñIf you would be perfect, go, sell what you possess 

and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, 

follow Meò (Matthew 19:21). Each monasteryðmale or femaleðis 

an oasis in which the deep well, from which to draw óliving waterô to 

quench our deepest thirst, is constantly being dug with prayer and 

meditation. However, the Charterhouse is a special oasis in which 

silence and solitude are preserved with special care, in accordance 

with the form of life founded by Saint Bruno and which has remained 

unchanged down the centuries. ñI live in a rather faraway hermitageé 

with some religious brothers,ò is the concise sentence that your 

Founder wrote (Letter to Raoul le Verd, 4). The Successor of Peterôs 

visit to this historic Charterhouse is not only intended to strengthen 

those of you who live here but the entire Order in its mission which is 

more than ever timely and meaningful in todayôs world. 

THE PRIOR OF SERRA SAN BRUNO 
KNEELING BEFORE 

POPE BENEDICT XVI  

 

Technical progress, especially in the area of transport and com-

munications, has made human life more comfortable but also more 

keyed up, at times even frenetic. Cities are almost always noisy; si-

lence is rarely to be found in them because there is always back-

ground noise, in some areas even at night. In recent decades, moreo-
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ver, the development of the media has spread and extended a phe-

nomenon that had already been outlined in the 1960s: virtuality risks 

predominating over reality. Unbeknownst to them, people are increas-

ingly becoming immersed in a virtual dimension because of the audi-

ovisual messages that accompany their life from morning to night. 

The youngest, born into this condition, seem to want to fill every 

empty moment with music and images, out of fear of feeling this very 

emptiness. This is a trend that has always existed, especially among 

the young and in the more developed urban contexts but today it has 

reached a level such as to give rise to talk about anthropological mu-

tation. Some people are no longer able to remain for long periods in 

silence and solitude. 

  

 

THE SOLEMN CELEBRATION OF VESPERS 
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I chose to mention this socio-cultural condition because it high-

lights the specific charism of the Charterhouse as a precious gift for 

the Church and for the world, a gift that contains a deep message for 

our life and for the whole of humanity. I shall sum it up like this: by 

withdrawing into silence and solitude, human beings, so to speak, 

ñexposeò themselves to reality in their nakedness, to that apparent 

ñvoid,ò which I mentioned at the outset, in order to experience instead 

Fullness, the presence of God, of the most real Reality that exists and 

that lies beyond the tangible dimension. He is a perceptible presence 

in every creature: in the air that we breathe, in the light that we see 

and that warms us, in the grass, in stonesé God, Creator omnium, 

(the ñCreator of allò),
*
 passes through all things but is beyond them 

and for this very reason is the foundation of them all. 

The monk, in leaving everything, ñtakes a risk,ò as it were: he 

exposes himself to solitude and silence in order to live on nothing but 

the essential, and precisely in living on the essential he also finds a 

deep communion with his brethren, with every human being. 

Some might think that it would suf-

fice to come here to take this ñleapò. 

But it is not like this. This vocation, like 

every vocation, finds an answer in an 

ongoing process, in a life-long search. 

Indeed it is not enough to withdraw to a 

place such as this in order to learn to be 

in Godôs presence. Just as in marriage it 

is not enough to celebrate the Sacrament 

to become effectively one but it is nec-

essary to let Godôs grace act and to walk 

together through the daily routine of 

conjugal life, so becoming monks re-

quires time, practice and patience, ñin a 

divine and persevering vigilance,ò as 

Saint Bruno said, they ñawait the return of their Lord so that they 

might be able to open the door to Him as soon as He knocksò (Letter 

to Raoul le Verd, 4); and the beauty of every vocation in the Church 

consists precisely in this: giving God time to act with His Spirit, and 

                                                      
*
 Deus, Creator omnium is the title of the hymn of Vespers. 
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oneôs own humanity to form itself, to grow in that particular state of 

life according to the measure of the maturity of Christ. 

In Christ there is everything, fullness; we need time to make one 

of the dimensions of His mystery our own. We could say that this is a 

journey of transformation in which the mystery of Christiôs Resurrec-

tion is brought about and made manifest in us, a mystery of which the 

Word of God in the biblical Reading from the Letter to the Romans 

has reminded us this evening: the Holy Spirit Who raised Jesus from 

the dead and will give life to our mortal bodies also (see Romans 

8:11) is the One Who also brings about our configuration to Christ in 

accordance with each oneôs vocation, a journey that unwinds from the 

baptismal font to death, a passing on to the Fatherôs house. In the 

worldôs eyes it sometimes seems impossible to spend oneôs whole life 

in a monastery but in fact a whole life barely suffices to enter into this 

union with God, into this essential and profound Reality which is Je-

sus Christ. 

This is why I have 

come here, dear Broth-

ers who make up the 

Carthusian Community 

of Serra San Bruno, to 

tell you that the Church 

needs you and that you 

need the Church!  

Your place is not 

on the fringes: no voca-

tion in the People of 

God is on the fringes. 

We are one body, in 

which every member is important and has the same dignity, and is 

inseparable from the whole. You too, who live in voluntary isolation, 

are in the heart of the Church and make the pure blood of contempla-

tion and of the love of God course through your veins. 

Stat Crux dum volvitur orbis (ñThe Cross is steady while the 

world is turningò), your motto says. The Cross of Christ is the firm 

point in the midst of the worldôs changes and upheavals. Life in a 

Charterhouse shares in the stability of the Cross which is that of God, 

THE CHARTERHOUSE OF 
SERRA SAN BRUNO 
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of Godôs faithful love. By remaining firmly united to Christ, like the 

branches to the Vine, may you too, dear Carthusian Brothers, be asso-

ciated with His mystery of salvation, like the Virgin Mary who stabat 

(stood) beneath the Cross, united with her Son in the same sacrifice of 

love. 

Thus, like Mary and with her, you too are deeply inserted in the 

mystery of the Church, a sacrament of union of men with God and 

with each other. In this you are singularly close to my ministry. May 

the Most Holy Mother of the Church therefore watch over us and the 

holy Father Bruno always bless your community from Heaven. 

Amen. 

d 

 

MARY, SAINT JOHN AND SAINT PETER WITH SAINT BRUNO, 
SAINT HUGH OF GRENOBLE AND SAINT HUGH OF LINCOLN STANDING BENEATH THE CROSS; 

KNEELING AT THE FOOT OF THE CROSS: PRIOR BLOMEVENNA  OF THE CHARTERHOUSE OF COLOGNE 
(16TH CENTURY). 

òémay you too, dear Carthusian Brothers, be associ-

ated with His mystery of salvation, like the Virgin 

Mary who stabat (stood) beneath the Cross, united 

with her Son in the same sacrifice of love.ó 



 

 

òéa whole life barely suffices 

to enter into this union with God, 

into this essential and profound Reali-

ty which is Jesus Christ.ó 


