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“GOD ALONE IS THE SOURCE OF 

TRUE PEACE” 

Pope John Paul II’s visit to the town 
and Charterhouse of Serra San Bruno 

Calabria, Italy, October 5, 1984 

L’Osservatore Romano, English Weekly Edition 
n° 42, October 15, 1984, p. 3-4 

 

Beginning October 1984 Pope John Paul II made a three-day pasto-

ral visit to Calabria, Italy. On the first day of this visit, October 5, the 

eve of Saint Bruno’s feast, he greeted the citizens of Serra San Bruno 

in the square adjoining the Church of Santa Maria del Bosco. He also 

had a meeting that day with the community of the Carthusian monas-

tery of Serra San Bruno, where he addressed the monks. In 1984 we 

celebrated the ninth centenary of the foundation of La Grande Char-

treuse by Saint Bruno, which marks the beginning of our Order. The 

Holy Father, of course, recalls this event in his discourses. 
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In this booklet we present both the Pope’s greeting to the citizens and 

his address to the monks that were published in L’Osservatore Roma-

no, Vatican’s official newspaper.  

 

Greeting the citizens of Serra San Bruno 

“JEALOUSLY GUARD THE SPIRITUAL HERITAGE ALIVE 

IN YOUR CITY’S ENVIRONMENT.” 

Beloved Brothers and Sisters, 

1. To all of you, my cordial greeting in the joy of this meeting, 

which is taking place in a majestic scene rich in memories. I am grate-

ful to His Honor the Mayor for the noble words with which he wel-

comed me to this splendid place which has seen the great monk Saint 

Bruno, the founder of the Carthusians, 

work and die. My gratitude goes then to 

all who have contributed their efforts for 

this spiritual pause at the beginning of my 

pastoral visit to Calabria, which deeply 

touches my heart and brings me into con-

tact with souls dedicated to the contem-

plation of God. 

I greet the authorities present, Mons. 

Cantisani, the Archbishop of this Church, 

the priests and religious, and each one of 

you, brothers and sisters, who have come 

to welcome me. 

I am close to you in your anxieties and worries. I wanted to come 

among you to tell you how much I appreciate your ancient traditions 

of faith which have made your land glorious throughout the centuries, 

and to encourage you to continue along the way that your forbears 

pointed out to you with the witness of a life inspired by the values of 

honesty, generosity, and sacrifice. 
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2. I am here among you, dear brothers and sisters, to exhort you 

to guard jealously the spiritual heritage that is alive in your city’s en-

vironment. Even if the Carthusian monastery can be reason for cultur-

al and touristic interest, it is placed as a sign, a special presence of 

God, praised by souls who have been caught up by Him and placed 

there to pray, suffer, and offer for their brethren. 

You, citizens of Serra San Bruno, well know the significance of 

the presence of the monks among you. You have experienced their 

spiritual effectiveness, since the monastery is placed as the heart of 

this region and as a constant reminder to the world about God and the 

values pertaining to one’s eternal salvation. Time, since far-off 1094 

when Bruno and some disciples came among you, has always kept 

rhythm with the presence of the monastery, which filled not only a 

spiritual role, but also gave rise to your civic community. The first 

meeting between the Carthusians — who this year commemorate the 

ninth centenary of their origin — and your ancestors has been deepen-

ing throughout the centuries and has become an inseparable bond and 

an osmosis of spiritual and practical collaboration. 

Today as well, may this bond continue to stir up in the citizens of 

Serra San Bruno generous resolutions for commitment in the civic 

sphere and in the religious, so that this town may again know that 

marvelous blossoming of human and Christian 

virtues which gave joy to not a few periods in 

its historic past and made them famous. 

3. May Saint Bruno, whose feast is to-

morrow, always protect your city, beloved 

faithful, and may he make you grow strong in 

the faith, witnesses and custodians of an incal-

culable wealth of grace that comes upon the 

whole world from the monastery. 

You are the first beneficiaries of that 

wealth, and you are justly proud of it: be able to 

draw fruit from it, nourishing your faith and al-

ways opposing that mentality, unfortunately 

widespread today, that in the name of a facile 

consumerism denies the values of the spirit. May 

your simple and mature faith find support in the 

ON SAINT BRUNO ‘S 
FEAST DAY 

THE LITTLE CHIL-

DREN 
OF THE TOWN 

ARE DRESSED AS 
CARTHUSIANS 



6 

laus perennis (perpetual praise) that constantly rises to God from the 

community of the monastery. 

 

 

 

OCTOBER 6 
PROCESSION WITH THE SILVER 

RELIC HOLDER OF SAINT BRUNO 
THROUGH THE STREETS OF 

SERRA SAN BRUNO 
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4. I entrust this hope to the intercession of the Most Holy Virgin, 

whose fervent devotee Saint Bruno was, as even the name of the 

nearby basilica attests, which rises on the spot where he closed his 

eyes to this mortal life. Imitate this, too, in Saint Bruno: conduct 

yourselves as devout children of the Virgin Mary, invoking her con-

stant help with confident trust. Do not grow weary of praying to the 

Madonna, especially with the recitation of the Rosary, to which the 

month of October, just begun, calls us. You will experience her moth-

erly intervention in every circumstance of life. 

With these sentiments, and with the thought of special affection 

for the children, the sick, the elderly, I impart my Blessing to every-

one. 

 

“IMITATE THIS, TOO, IN SAINT BRUNO: 
CONDUCT YOURSELVES AS DEVOUT CHILDREN OF THE VIRGIN MARY, INVOKING HER 

CONSTANT HELP WITH CONFIDENT TRUST.” 

 

 

CHRIST, THE VIRGIN MARY AND SAINT BRUNO 
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SAINT BRUNO RECEIVED BY 
POPE URBAN II 

Pope John Paul with the Carthusians 
on the eve of Saint Bruno’s feast 

“PEOPLE OFFER YOU THE RESTLESSNESS OF THEIR 

HUMANITY; YOU HAVE THEM 
DISCOVER GOD AS SOURCE OF TRUE PEACE.” 

1. I heartily thank Father Prior for the warm words of greeting he 

addressed to me in the name of the community in this meeting that is 

so significant for me — and I am sure also for you. I have very gladly 

come among you to show you the affection and esteem I have for 

your Order and to recall, besides, on the ninth centenary of its founda-

tion, the close bonds that it has woven with the Apostolic See from its 

very beginning, when some missions were entrusted to Saint Bruno 

and his first disciples by my venerated 

predecessor Urban II. 

For the jubilee day I have sent Fa-

ther André Poisson, the Minister General 

of the Order, my letter in which, re-

calling the charism of your well-

deserving institution, I noted that, even 

in due and proper adaptation to the 

times, “always going back to the original 

spirit of your Order, you must remain in 

your holy resolution with unshaken 

will.” Now that Providence has granted 

this visit, I would like to take up again 

the discourse begun in that letter, medi-

tating with you on the role that you have 

in the Church and on the expectations the 

People of God have with regard to you. 

To you it has been given to live the contemplative vocation in 

this oasis of peace and prayer, which Saint Bruno, writing to his 

friend Raoul le Verd, once described as follows: “I live in a desert 

place within the confines of Calabria, sufficiently far removed on all 

sides from the human dwellings. How can I worthily describe how 
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pleasant the place is and the temperate and wholesome climate, or the 

ample and pleasing plains stretching far out between the mountains, 

where there are verdant fields and flowering meadows? Or how can I 

sufficiently describe the perspective of hills rising gently on all sides, 

the seclusion of the dark valleys with the delightful abundance of riv-

ers, streams, and springs?” (Saint Bruno, “Letter to Raoul le Verd”). 

 

 

THE MONASTERY OF SERRA SAN BRUNO 
ON AN OLD MAP 

It is necessary for you, today’s followers of that great man of 

God, to summon up his examples, committing yourselves to practic-

ing their spirit of love for God in solitude, in silence, in prayer, like 

“men awaiting their master’s return, so that when he arrives and 

knocks, they will open for him without delay” (Luke 12:36). You, in 

fact, have been called to live as though by anticipation that divine life 

which Saint Paul describes in his first letter to the Corinthians when 

he observes: “Now we see indistinctly, as in a mirror; then we shall 

see face to face. My knowledge is imperfect now; then 1 shall know 

even as I am known” (13:12). 

2. Your founder calls upon you to reflect on the profound mean-

ing of the contemplative life, to which God calls generous souls in 

every era of history. The Carthusian spirit is for strong men: Saint 

Bruno once noted how the contemplative commitment would be re-

served to few (“pauciores enim sunt contemplationis quam actionis 

filii”— “Contemplation, to be sure, has fewer offspring than does ac-

tion”, Saint Bruno, “Letter to Raoul le Verd”). But these few are 

called to form a sort of ‘avant-garde’ in the Church. The work upon 
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one’s character, the opening to divine grace, assiduous prayer, all this 

serves to forge in the Carthusian a new spirit, tempered in solitude in 

order to live for God in an attitude of total availability. The Carthusi-

an is committed to completely overcoming himself and cultivating the 

seeds of every virtue, feeding abundantly on heavenly food. In all of 

this there is a program for the interior life, to which Saint Bruno al-

ludes when he writes, “Here one seeks that eye by whose serene 

glance the spouse is wounded by love, and in its purity and cleanness 

beholds God. Here is celebrated that busy leisure, and one pauses in 

quiet action” (ibid). 

The contemplative man is constantly bent toward God and can 

with reason express the yearning of the Psalmist: “When shall I go 

and behold the face of God?” (Ps 41:3). He sees the world and its sit-

uations much differently from one who is living in it: “quiet” is 

sought only in God, and Saint Bruno time and again calls upon his 

disciples to flee “the troubles and misfortunes” of this world and to 

move “from the tempest of this world into the safe and quiet haven of 

the port” (ibid.) 

In the peace and silence of the monastery is found the joy of 

praising God, of living in Him, by Him and through Him. Saint Bru-

no, who lived in this monastery for about ten years, writing to his 

brothers in the community of 

Chartreuse, opens his soul, over-

flowing with joy, and without 

any rhetoric urges them to enjoy 

their contemplative state: “Re-

joice, my beloved brothers,” he 

writes, “for the portion of your 

happiness and for the abundant 

share of God’s grace in you. 

Rejoice because you have 

avoided the many dangers and 

shipwrecks of the fluctuating 

world. Rejoice because you have reached the quiet and safe haven of 

the more secluded port” (Saint Bruno, “Letter to the community of La 

Grande Chartreuse”). 

PRAYING IN THE SOLITUDE 
OF CELL 
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Your presence a call to prayer 

3. However, this specific and heroic vocation of yours does not 

put you on the margin of the Church. Rather it places you in its very 

heart. Your presence is a constant call to prayer, which is the premise 

of every authentic apostolate. As I was able to write to you, “the sacri-

fice of praise... demands your pious resourcefulness, you who stand 

daily ‘on the divine watch’ (Saint Bruno to Raoul).” The Church 

holds you in esteem, counts a great deal on your witness, and relies on 

your prayers. I too entrust to you my apostolic ministry as Pastor of 

the universal Church. 

With your life give wit-

ness to your love for 

God. The world is 

watching you and, per-

haps unknowingly, ex-

pects a great deal from 

your contemplative life. 

Continue to put before 

its eyes the ‘provoca-

tion’ of a way of life 

which, though saturated 

with suffering, solitude 

and silence, makes the 

fountain of an ever re-

newed joy spring forth 

from you. Did not your 

founder write: “What di-

vine usefulness and happiness are conferred by the solitude and si-

lence of the desert on those who love them are known only to those 

who have experienced them” (ibid.). 

That this is also your experience can be seen from the enthusiasm 

with which you persevere on the way you have undertaken. From 

your faces one can see how God gives the peace and joy of the Spirit 

as a reward to whoever has left everything to live by Him and to sing 

His praises for ever. 

“I HAVE VERY GLADLY COME 
AMONG YOU TO SHOW YOU 

THE AFFECTION AND ESTEEM I HAVE 
FOR YOUR ORDER.” 



12 

Total surrender 

4. The current relevance of your charism is before the Church 

and I hope that many generous souls will follow you into the contem-

plative life. Yours is an evangelical way of following Christ. It de-

mands total surrender in seclusion from the world, as a result of a 

courageous choice that has at its origin the sole call of Jesus. It is He 

who has offered you this invitation of friendship and love to follow 

Him onto the mountain to remain with Him. 

My hope is that from this place a message may go out to the 

world and reach especially the young people, opening before their 

eyes the perspective of the contemplative life as a gift from God. 

Young people today are animated 

by great ideals and if they see 

consistent men, witnesses of the 

Gospel, they will follow them. 

To propose to today’s world the 

living of a “life hidden with 

Christ” (Colossians 3:3) means to 

reaffirm the value of humility, 

poverty, and interior freedom. 

The world, which deep down is 

thirsty for these virtues, wants to 

see upright men practicing them 

daily with heroism, moved by the 

knowledge of loving and serving 

their brethren with this witness. 

“THE CHURCH HOLDS YOU IN ESTEEM, COUNTS A GREAT DEAL ON 
YOUR WITNESS, AND RELIES ON YOUR PRAYERS.” 

You in this monastery are called to be the lamps that light the 

way on which so many brothers and sisters scattered throughout the 

world are walking. Always be able to help those who need your pray-

er and serenity. Even in the happy situation of having chosen with 

Mary, the sister of Martha, “the better portion... which shall not be 

taken away” (Luke 10:42), you are not placed beyond the situations of 

your brethren, who are knocking at the place of your solitude. They 

bring you their problems, their sufferings, their difficulties that ac-
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company this life: you — while respecting the demands of your con-

templative life — give them the joy of God, assuring them that you 

will pray for them, that you will offer your mortifications so that they 

too may draw strength and courage from the fountain of life, who is 

Christ. They offer you the restlessness of humanity; you have them 

discover that God is the source true peace. In fact, to use yet another 

of Saint Bruno’s expressions, “What else is as good as God? Moreo-

ver, what else is good, except God alone?” (Saint Bruno to Raoul).  

Spirit of Saint Bruno 

5. I wanted to read with you some of your founder’s thoughts in 

order to relive in this place the witness of his intense life of solitude, 

the spirit that animated him. Here, after long service to the Church, he 

wanted to end his earthly life. Here you remain to keep the lamp burn-

ing that he lighted nine centuries ago. 

I carry with me, on this pastoral visit to Calabria, the experience 

of a moment of peace and joy that has given me comfort. Nature, the 

silence, your prayer, remain inscribed in my heart: carry on your mis-

sion. In support of your commitment, I impart to each one the Apos-

tolic Blessing, imploring the gifts that come from God, the source of 

all consolation.  

 

THE HOLY FATHER AND HIS ENTOURAGE PRAY 
WITH THE CARTHUSIANS IN THE MONASTERY CHURCH
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VIEWS OF THE MONASTERY 

  

LEFT: DINNER IN THE REFECTORY; RIGHT: CEMETERY 



 

 

 

THE PROCESSION 
WITH SAINT BRUNO’S RELICS 

“I WANTED TO COME AMONG YOU 
TO TELL YOU HOW MUCH I APPRECIATE YOUR 

ANCIENT TRADITIONS OF FAITH.” 



 

KAROL JÓZEF WOJTYLA 

 

BLESSED POPE JOHN PAUL II 

Born to Life: May 18, 1920 

Ordained to Priesthood: November 1, 1946 

Named Auxiliary Bishop of Krakow: July 4, 1958 

Consecrated: September 28, 1958 

Named Archbishop of Krakow: January 13, 1964 

Elevated to the College of Cardinals: June 26, 1967 

Began his ministry as the universal Pastor 

of the Roman Catholic Church: October 22, 1978 

Born to Eternal Life: April 2, 2005 

BEATIFIED BY POPE BENEDICT XVI: MAY 1, 2011 

 

“Do not be afraid! Life with Christ is a wonderful adventure. 

He alone can give full meaning to life, 

He alone is the center of history. Live by Him!” 

(John Paul II, Mass at Hradec Králové, Czech Republic, 1997) 



 

Charterhouse of the Transfiguration 
Carthusian Monastery 
1084 Ave Maria Way 

Arlington, Vermont 05250 
Fax: 802-362-3584 

E-Mail: carthusians_in_america@chartreuse.info 
http://transfiguration.chartreux.org
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SAINT BRUNO STATUE 
AT SERRA SAN BRUNO 

ANONYMOUS 17TH CENTURY 
GRANITE



 

 

CARTHUSIAN EMBLEM 

— 13TH CENTURY — 

A GLOBE SURMOUNTED BY THE CROSS 
WITH SEVEN STARS SYMBOLIZING SAINT BRUNO 

AND HIS FIRST FOLLOWERS 

THE LATIN MOTTO RUNS AS FOLLOWS 
”STAT CRUX DUM VOLVITUR ORBIS” 

WHICH MEANS 
“THE CROSS STANDS FIRM, WHILE THE WORLD TURNS



 

 

 


