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SAINT BRUNO 

PILGRIM OF THE ABSOLUTE: 

CARTHUSIANS REFLECT ON THEIR 

FOUNDER AND THEIR LIFE 

4. The Houses of the Nuns: 
Trinità, Vedana, The Annunciation 

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOKLET 

Today we have six Charterhouses of nuns in our Order: (the 

years indicate the dates of their foundation): 

Nonenque   France  1928 

Benifaçà   Spain  1967 

Notre Dame  France  1980 

Trinità   Italy  1996 

Vedana   Italy  1998
*
 

the Annunciation  South Korea 2002 

In booklet n° 16 we published the contributions of the Charter-

houses of the nuns of Nonenque, Benifaçà, and Notre Dame to the 

book “Saint Bruno: Pilgrim of the Absolute, 1101–2001: The Carthu-

sians speak about their Father Saint Bruno and about their Life” (La 

Grande Chartreuse, 2003; original in French).
†
 This book, featuring 

reflections on Saint Bruno (1030-1101) and our life by all the Houses 

of our Order, was published to celebrate the 9
th
 centenary of the birth 

of our founder into eternal life. 

                                                      
*
 Since the first edition of this booklet (2011) the Charterhouse of Vedana has been 

closed. 
†
 This book exists only in French and is not available to the public. 
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In this booklet (n° 17) we publish the contributions of the nuns of 

Trinità, Vedana, and the Annunciation. All texts have been translated 

from the French original. 

The Charterhouses of Trinità (1996, Northwestern Italy) and the 

Annunciation (2002, Central South Korea) are newly built monaster-

ies according to the traditional Carthusian architecture, with individu-

al, separated cells and gardens. The Charterhouse of Vedana (in the 

Dolomites, Northeastern Italy) is a former Charterhouse of the monks 

(1456-1974), where the nuns settled in 1998. 

The texts of the nuns are very rich, spontaneous and personal. 

Unfortunately we had to shorten them in order to conform to the size 

and objective of our booklets. Nevertheless, while editing the texts, 

we retained those passages — mainly the most spiritual ones — we 

think are of interest to the general public, and don’t require any histor-

ical background to be understood.  

All the footnotes are by the editors of the booklets. 

The Statutes are our Rule of life. The quotes of the Statutes in 

this booklet n° 17 are always taken from the “The Statutes of the 

Nuns of the Carthusian Order,” 1973. As a matter of fact, it is since 

1973 that the nuns have had their own Statutes, written on the basis of 

the Statutes of the monks, with the collaboration of all the nuns of the 

Order. 

The General Chapter of the monks of 1973 declared the autono-

my of the feminine branch of our Order, according to a request ex-

pressed by the Vatican to all religious Orders. From this time on the 

nuns have their own General Chapter, where they deliberate on all 

questions concerning their life and Houses. This General Chapter 

takes place every two years, under the presidency of the Reverend 

Father, whose task it is, as Minister General, to preserve the unity of 

the Order. 

The General Chapter of 1973 greatly emphasized the importance 

of maintaining the close relationship the monks have with the nuns of 

our Order: “For we believe that this bond is for us a permanent source 

of precious graces.” 
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May the inspiring texts of this booklet make the Carthusian nuns 

better known in the United States and lead many into the interior soli-

tude and silence of their heart where God reveals His presence. 

 

PROFESSED NUN 

BLACK VEIL INDICATES 
VIRGINAL CONSECRATION. 

 
COWL WITH BANDS 

SYMBOLIZES 
CONVERSION OF LIFE 
AND CONSECRATION 

TO GOD. 

FOR SOME LITURGICAL FUNCTIONS THE CON-

SECRATED VIRGIN WEARS THE STOLE: 
HERE THE PRIORESS WEARING THE STOLE 

CONDUCTS A NOVICE TO CELL AFTER HER 

CLOTHING. 


 

 

 



 

Map with the Houses of the Carthusian Nuns 

 

 

 

 
 

NONENQUE BENIFAÇÀ 



 

 

NOTRE DAME 

TRINITÀ 

 

 

VEDANA 

THE ANNUNCIATION 

 



  

 -TRINITÀ - 
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CHARTERHOUSE OF TRINITÀ 

— ITALY— 

WHY ARE WE HERE? WHAT DOES OUR LIFE LOOK 

LIKE? 

“To the praise of the glory of God, Christ, the Father’s Word, 

has through the Holy Spirit, from the beginning chosen cer-

tain men, whom He willed to lead into solitude and unite to 

Himself in intimate love” (Statutes 1.1). 

We too know ourselves to be loved by God and called by Him to 

follow Him into the desert of the Charterhouse in the footsteps of our 

Father Saint Bruno and his companions, to belong totally and exclu-

sively to Him, to cleave with heart and mind to Him, so that He can 

speak to our heart. We follow Him into the desert to find Him and 

discover Him as our only Good, and to be able to say with Master 

Bruno: “What other good is there besides God?” (Bruno’s letter to 

Raoul). 

One day, in His Kindness and Mercy, God allured us and made 

us fall in love with Him. He has put in our heart an ardent desire for 

Him, a burning thirst which nothing can quench except Himself. “My 

soul thirsts for God, the living God!” (Psalm 41:3). He made it possi-

ble for us to answer His irresistible call and enabled us to follow Him. 

Still today, He speaks to us through each event, each thing, and sets 

our heart on fire with a spark that flashes from the flame that burned 

in Bruno’s heart and in that of our first Fathers. He led us into soli-

tude and this shows how much he wants our response to His gift to be 

as total and as exclusive as possible, after the example of His holy 

Mother. 

“Our supreme quest and goal is to find God in silence and soli-

tude” (Statutes 4.1). This vocation is made possible thanks to a real 

separation from the world and to our hidden life. “Thus we aim to 

make of our whole life one continual prayer” (Statutes 3.3). This de-
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voting ourselves exclusively to God (Statutes 30.1) is the function 

assigned to us in the Church: abide there always for Him alone. 

Today we are more aware of the love of our vocation. We are 

human creatures with our limitations, we are journeying on the way, 

but each one of us has committed herself to living the essential as-

pects of our vocation, in spite of our poverty, or perhaps precisely 

because of it. 

We are a communion of solitaries for God. Traveling by ways 

that are sometimes dry and barren, we want to support each other with 

love and live in a spirit of trusting faith. We are a communion of soli-

taries that is in solidarity with so many of our brothers and sisters in 

the world, especially those who suffer from a solitude that has no 

meaning. Our life, entirely devoted to the praise of the glory of God, 

joins our brothers and sisters in a mysterious and secret way. It be-

comes for the world a channel of God’s Kindness and Compassion. 

“Apart from all, to all we are united, so that it is in the name of all that 

we stand before the living God” (Statutes 30.2). 

It was a meaningful experience to find ourselves back together in 

community to deepen and share the charism handed down to us by 

our Father Saint Bruno, to share the little flame that burns in our 

hearts and so to become more deeply rooted in our beautiful vocation! 

We are always surprised by the fact that Master Bruno never thought 

of founding an Order. However, his intuition of the vocation, when he 

began to live with his six companions in the desert of Chartreuse, was 

certainly inspired by the Holy Spirit. His charism was unique in the 

Church. From the very beginning the presence of converse brothers 

took an important place, and this was never motivated by socio-

economic reasons. They have a proper charism too. It seems that Bru-

no never thought of founding an Order. In the same way, he seems 

never to have thought of writing a Rule of life; not even when, at the 

summons of the Pope, he left his beloved brothers at Chartreuse. Re-

ally, he was only seeking God! And this flame was so bright that still 

today, nine centuries later, it continues to burn in the heart of his sons 

and daughters. 

Here at the Charterhouse of the Trinity, we all experienced what 

our Father Saint Bruno writes: “What benefit, what divine delight, 

solitude and the silence of the hermitage bring to those who love 
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them, only those who have experienced them can tell” (Letter to Ra-

oul). 

We are of course well aware of our poverty and limitations: we 

are on our way. Sometimes the slope is steep, exhausting, but nobody 

would like to turn back. In spite of everything we are convinced of the 

beauty of our vocation and its uniqueness in the Church. We would 

like Our Lord to draw to Himself women who could share with us this 

life that is so dear to us. 

We are a communion of solitaries for God. Each day we do our 

best to enter into our life and it is through this life itself that we say 

from the depths of our heart this profound “Credo” in our vocation. In 

the footsteps of our Father Saint Bruno, at the occasion of this ninth 

centenary of his dies natalis,
*
 we: 

BELIEVE in our vocation; entirely devoted, in love, to continual 

prayer, we are a communion of solitaries for God, to the 

praise of His Glory. 

BELIEVE in the importance of the separation from the world to 

meet Him, in silence and solitude, where He calls us to be 

united to Himself in intimate love. 

BELIEVE in the value of faith, in a trusting surrender of our-

selves to God. 

BELIEVE in the significance of a constant watchfulness that 

helps us to persevere in the spiritual combat and to remain 

steadfast on the long road that leads to Him, by ways that are 

sometimes dry and barren. 

BELIEVE, in the value of purity of heart and of simplicity, 

through self-denial and the separation from everything that 

does not help us to join the Only Good. 

BELIEVE in the value of humility, obedience, and the gift of 

ourselves. 

BELIEVE in the value of sobriety, poverty, and the austerity of 

the desert. 

                                                      
*
 The day of his death, literally: the day of his birth into eternal life. 
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BELIEVE in the necessity of a continual conversion, taken up 

again each day. 

BELIEVE that the Virgin Mary, our Mother, supports us in our 

assiduous meditation on the Word of God; she herself kept it 

faithfully in her heart. 

BELIEVE that we can lead our life in the joy we inherited from 

our Father Saint Bruno, and in gratitude. 

BELIEVE that our vocation lived out in this way — today as in 

the days when Master Bruno and his six companions started it 

— is a life to the praise of the glory of God, for the benefit of 

the whole Mystical Body of Christ, the Church. 

THANK YOU, Lord, for having inspired our Father Saint Bruno 

with this way of life in the Church. 

THANK YOU, Lord, for having given Saint Bruno to us as our 

Father in this life. 

THANK YOU, Lord, for having called us to follow You in his 

footsteps and those of his first companions. 

THANK YOU, Lord, because You are God and You love each 

one of us personally with a steadfast love. 

THANK YOU, Lord, because You are waiting for our answer of 

love…Amen. 

 
“MY SOUL THIRSTS FOR GOD, THE LIVING GOD!” 
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PERSONAL TESTIMONIES EXPRESSED DURING OUR 

COMMUNITY MEETING 

“What other good is there besides God?” (Bruno’s letter to Ra-

oul). 

 

I want to answer to a thirst that nothing could quench except the 

Absolute. “My soul thirsts for God, the living God!” (Ps 41:3). 

 

Carthusian life is a safe way that leads to the eternal realities. We 

give ourselves to God for Himself. 

 

God, Who is infinite Wisdom, Beauty and Goodness, has the in-

finite and absolute right to be listened to, admired and loved entirely 

and only because of Himself. Therefore, among the beings He created 

for His glory, some at least should have as their main purpose to live 

with heart and mind totally turned towards Him. That is the meaning 

of our life. To save us, this great God has emptied Himself, taking a 

human form, and has given His life up to a humiliating death, in order 

that we could turn ourselves towards Him and become His children. 

Facing this incommensurable love how could we not give ourselves to 

Him out of love? This is the meaning of our exclusive consecration to 

God in silence and solitude, in continual praise, and in self-denial. 

 

My faith and my attachment to my vocation increase day by day 

because I see before my eyes what the Charterhouse promises to give 

us. Carthusian life does not promise much, it only promises one thing: 

God, only God. And this single thing, indeed, the one thing necessary, 

Carthusian life actually gives to us. “Our supreme quest and goal is to 

find God in silence and solitude” (Statutes 4.1). 

 

The way to God we follow in the Charterhouse is often dry and 

barren, but it leads really to God. It requires a total emptying of self, 

greatly favored by our Statutes and the norms of life it contains. In-
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deed, it helps us to attain the only goal for which we entered the Char-

terhouse: seeking God alone. 

 

The structure of our whole life is marked by separation from the 

world, which is favored by the solitary place Providence helped us to 

find. We also enjoy solitude within the monastery itself, thanks to our 

real Carthusian cells which are an invaluable gift of Providence. Soli-

tude protects us against the vanity of the world and distractions due to 

speaking too much that always harms both the interior life and frater-

nal charity. 

 

 Our wonderful privilege of the long hours of prayer; 

 the relationships in community as provided for in our 

Statutes, thanks to which we learn to know our sisters 

on the journey towards God; 

 the celebration of the Eucharist and the praise of God 

in solitude and in community; 

 solid spiritual readings; 

 the profound, time-tested teachings of the Desert Fa-

thers, 

all this leads us to God. 

 

I think that each one of us in this jubilee year of our Father Saint 

Bruno wants to continue in his footsteps. Each one of us wants to be-

come more and more like him, a woman of one single desire, ardent 

with love for God. We want to express this in our daily life, and in the 

difficulties we will always have to face. Difficulties lead us some-

times to the practice of virtues we would not have dared to tackle oth-

erwise because of our fragility. 

 

The harmonious dosage of solitary and community life, estab-

lished by our Father Saint Bruno and observed to this day by his sons 

and daughters represents for me the perfect way of life I was looking 

for the day I entered the Charterhouse and which I still cherish today. 
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It seems to me that both on the community and on the personal level 

we are committing ourselves to living our life in a serious way. 

 

The Magisterium of the Church confirmed several times the ne-

cessity to observe faithfully this way of life, which is for the Church a 

source of grace and sanctity (“Verbi Sponsa,” 10).
*
 

 

 

“THIS LIFE IS THE BEST PART CHOSEN BY MARY, 
NEVER TO BE TAKEN AWAY FROM HER.” 

                                                      
*
 Verbi Sponsa: “Bride of the Word,” Instruction from the Congregation for Institutes 

of Consecrated Life and for Societies of Apostolic Life, on the contemplative life 

and the enclosure of nuns, 1999. 
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“This life is the best part chosen by Mary, never to be taken 

away from her” (Bruno, Letter to Raoul; cf. Luke 10:42). 

We live this reality, not as hermits, but as solitaries who journey 

together towards the full realization of the gift of God. The Lord does 

not defend Mary (Luke 10:42) but praises her. The fact that the Lord 

Himself wants the Charterhouse to survive gives us confidence. In 

spite of the crisis of vocations, if we have this faith, He will make the 

Carthusian presence endure in the Church and in the world. 

 

I believe that our life looks exactly like our Father Saint Bruno 

and his companions lived it and we have to continue in this way, with 

the grace of God. 

 

“We were inflamed with divine love, and we promised, deter-

mined and vowed to abandon the fleeting shadows of this world, and 

lay hold of the Eternal” (Bruno, Letter to Raoul). 

Saint Bruno wanted to be free from the distractions and temporal 

preoccupations so as to live continually in the presence of God, 

Whom he loved intensely. He understood that the ‘best part’, most 

dear to God and useful for the Church, is continual prayer. Settling at 

the Grande Chartreuse, he entrusted himself to God. He stepped so to 

speak into an empty space. He was a balanced person. He taught a 

solid doctrine (cf. his profession of faith). He did not forget those who 

had promised to follow God’s call (cf. his letter to Raoul). He was 

gentle, strong, and joyful. He was a poet, who loved nature. Follow-

ing his example, we are here to lead a life of prayer, remote from the 

world, in solitude and silence. Our only witnesses are God and the 

heavenly court. Faith and trust in darkness, in emptiness, in an appar-

ent uselessness. 

 

In the power of the Spirit, our solitary life attempts to express the 

beauty of the Gospel of Jesus, His Beatitudes, recalling His blessed 

Passion and Resurrection, in a profound awareness of our poverty that 
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expects everything from the Lord’s mercy, in a spirit of sobriety, sim-

plicity, and serenity. 

 

Our life helps us to cleanse our heart so as to acquire little by lit-

tle the eye that wounds the Bridegroom with love by the purity of its 

gaze, and whose purity allows us to contemplate the Face of God that 

our Father Saint Bruno sought so ardently. 

 

“Rejoice, therefore, over the lot of overflowing happiness that 

has fallen to you, and for the grace of God that you have re-

ceived in such abundance” (Bruno’s letter to his brothers of 

the Grande Chartreuse). 

Our vocation as we live it here is so wonderful! It is here, in the 

Charterhouse of the Trinity, that I have been able to live my Carthusi-

an vocation in solitude and joy. My cell is a very dear place to me for 

prayer. My garden speaks eloquently to me of the Lord. I thank the 

Lord for this joy on this very day. May the Lord, the Blessed Virgin 

Mary, Mother of all Carthusians, and our Father Saint Bruno make 

known to the young the beauty of our vocation so that they can be-

come as happy as I am. 

 

With Mary, Mother of all Carthusians, we try to live our uninter-

rupted yes to God. With her we are seeking continually the Face of 

God and we are very grateful for our blessed vocation. 

 

It is with joy that we participate in our community meetings. In a spir-

it of simplicity we share the Word of God, or we discuss the docu-

ments of the Order. We try to testify, to the best of our abilities, that 

something of the joys of heaven is present already here below. 

 

“What benefits and divine joy the silence and solitude of the 

desert hold in store for those who love it, only those who have 

experienced it can know” (Bruno’s letter to Raoul). 
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With increasing seriousness, simplicity, and joy we live our sepa-

ration from the world, in solitude and silence. We encounter a Pres-

ence that transforms us, sets us on fire with love for God and our sis-

ters. 

I sincerely hope that the Lord may give us the possibility to hand 

on our life to the coming generations, so that they too may find Him 

Who is the goal of their deepest desires. 



“WE LEAD A LIFE OF OBEDI-

ENCE, SERVICE, CHARITY, 

…SO AS TO BE THE MOST HUMBLE 

SERVANT OF ALL.” 
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“You show by your lives what you really love and what you 

know” (Bruno’s letter to his brothers of the Grande Char-

treuse). 

We lead a life of obedience, service, charity, so as to be the most 

humble servant of all, as we asked when we entered the Order. To 

each one of us is given the opportunity to serve as Jesus did, Who is 

our model, and as Mary did, the humble servant. 

 

“I am living in the wilderness of Calabria, far removed from 

all human dwellings. (…) I could never even begin to tell you 

how charming and pleasant it is” (Bruno to Raoul). 

When I arrived here I felt most powerfully how important and 

useful it is to have cells that are truly solitary. 

No sooner had I seen the site where we live, than the following 

words of Saint Bruno to Raoul came to my mind: 

“One could hardly describe the impression made by the gen-

tly rolling hills on all sides, with their cool and shady valleys 

tucked away, and such an abundance of refreshing springs, 

brooks, and streams. Besides all this, there are verdant gar-

dens, and all sorts of fruit-bearing trees. (…) It is true, 

though, that our rather feeble nature is renewed and finds 

new life in such perspectives, wearied by its spiritual pursuits 

and austere mode of life” (Letter to Raoul). 

 

Our meetings in community sharing and our life in cell express 

our joy, and the flame that burns in us; they prove how attached we 

are to our vocation. 

 



 

 

 

 

“WITH INCREASING SERIOUSNESS, SIMPLICITY, AND JOY WE LIVE OUR SEPARATION 

FROM THE WORLD, IN SOLITUDE AND SILENCE.” 

 

AERIAL VIEWS OF THE MONASTERY AND 
THE SURROUNDING MOUNTAINS 



 

 

 

 

 

FROM TOP TO BOTTOM: 
CHURCH - REFECTORY - CHAPTER ROOM 
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OUR VOCATION ILLUSTRATED BY SOME OF SAINT 

BRUNO’S FUNERAL TITLES 

“God, Who is love, has called us so that we might answer 

Him with the love of our whole being. Bruno, you did not fol-

low anything that is multiple and, in silence, remained 

grounded in the One. In this way, you laid hold of the One 

through the One. (126)
*
 

LONGING FOR GOD AND SEEKING GOD: 

“A hermit thirsting for Christ.” (81) 

DETACHMENT: 

“He entered the desert without anything and he re-

mained there in peace.” (71) 

SPIRITUAL COMBAT: 

“He became a hermit after much struggle.” (82) 

POVERTY: 

“He preferred to live poor for Christ’s sake rather than 

to be rich in the world. Thus he observed the Law of the 

Lord to the full.” (55) 

PRAYER: 

“Christ, Whom you, Bruno, always worshipped” (120) 

FRATERNAL CHARITY: 

“Nobody is able to recall fully his amazing devoutness, 

nor the acts of his compassionate goodness.” (146) 

SIMPLICITY: 

“Bruno was devout, straightforward, and full of the love 

of God.” (68) 

                                                      
*
 The numbers refer to the original text of the funeral titles published in Migne’s 

“Latin Patrology,” volume 152, columns 555-606. Some of them appear in our 

booklet n° 9. 
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PURITY: 

“O Christ, Word of the Father, Bruno joined himself to 

You with a pure heart.” (48) 

WISDOM: 

“He was a wise man, because he drank from the Source 

of all wisdom.” (146) 

JOY: 

“He was joyful himself, and wanted his monks to be joy-

ful too.” (149) 

“Enter into oneself, diligently cultivating the seeds of 

virtue, and eating the fruits of Paradise with joy” (Letter 

to Raoul). 

 

 

 

“SAINT BRUNO, IN SILENCE, 
REMAINED GROUNDED IN THE ONE.”



 

  

CHURCH REFECTORY 

 

 

LITTLE CLOISTER CELLS 

 

- VEDANA - 
SURROUNDED BY THE FAMOUS DOLOMITE MOUNTAINS.
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CHARTERHOUSE OF VEDANA 

— ITALY — 

OUR FAITH AND ATTACHMENT TO THE CARTHUSIAN 

VOCATION: ANSWER OF THE COMMUNITY 

The experience of our community is the following: to live se-

renely and at peace in the Charterhouse, you have to consecrate your-

self to prayer: pray, pray, pray, and again pray. 

Life is austere; seeking God’s Face is a painstaking venture. Our 

poverty is immense. And most of the time we have to walk alone be-

cause there are not many spiritual fathers. 

Prayer — which often becomes incessant supplication — leads to 

truth, because it puts us in direct contact with God Who is Truth. It 

leads us also to freedom, because “truth will make you free” (John 

8:32). Well then, I understand that I am nothing: only God exists. I 

am nothing. But that is not all: I am nothing and I am a sinner. 

Little by little, in God’s light, I become aware of all the roots of 

evil in myself: selfishness, pride, vanity, jealousy, greediness... This is 

not an attractive picture, but on the contrary a very painful one. How 

to get out of it? By praying to the heavenly Father, the Father of infi-

nite mercy — Who runs to meet His lost son and embraces him — to 

forgive me and to forgive my brothers and sisters in the world who 

share in this profound misery. I don’t need to go and sit down at the 

table of the sinners, like Saint Teresa of Lisieux, because I am sitting 

there already. “If you wish, you can heal me.” When will Jesus say 

the liberating word: “I want it: be healed?” In the meantime we try to 

go forward. With great difficulty. 

It also happens that one lives for years in a burning aridity, in 

darkness, doubts, temptations, anxiety, disgust, as if one had neither 

faith, nor hope, nor charity. God is absent. And there is nobody near 

you: you are all alone, among the 6 billion people on earth. What is 
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the meaning of life? What is the good of it? For whom am I leading 

my life? 

This is the moment to cast oneself with eyes closed into God 

alone. 

There are two things that help: 

 The truth of Jesus’ word: “I am the light of the world. 

Whoever follows Me will not walk in darkness, but 

will have the light of life” (John 8:12). Indeed, there is 

a glimmer of light to guide us in our daily life. 

 Our sisters who live fervently, in silence: they support 

us. 

Moreover, in silence, the perfume of a suffering that is endured 

patiently and loved rises towards God. 

But a constant supplication is essential: Lord Jesus, give me the 

strength to live. Now. At each moment. 

However, in the depth of ourselves, like a trickle of water, there 

is the joy that we have something to offer to Jesus, the Lord. Hence, 

praise, thanksgiving, adoration, perhaps tormented by distractions: 

everything is useful when it is offered. 

This austere way of life little by little purifies the person, frees 

her from vain thoughts and desires, of affective attachments, and evil 

roots. But it is a journey that is never finished: “Be perfect, just as 

your heavenly Father is perfect!” (Matthew 5:48). 

Still, in the depth of our heart reigns peace. Praised be God! 

There is another advantage: this way of purification gives birth to 

the joy of poverty. I have nothing, I am nothing. And each day I offer 

everything: joy, pain, hardships, misunderstandings, humiliations, to 

the Virgin Mary, so that she may offer to the Lord my poor everyday 

life. Nothing remains: I have the joy of empty hands. But I have the 

treasure: Jesus lives in me with the Father and the Holy Spirit. That is 

the inexhaustible source of life, joy, and love. 

Indeed, it is worthwhile to enter upon this difficult journey again 

every night and every morning, for the glory of God and the salvation 

of the world. 
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Celebrating the liturgy is always a profound joy for us. We have 

a great love for the Divine Offices. Even now, being a small commu-

nity, we sing every day: Matins, Lauds, Vespers and Mass. The oldest 

sisters, who are unable to participate at the night Office, pray all the 

Offices in cell: canonical Office, Office of Our Lady, of the Dead, and 

with all the readings we use in choir. It is our joy to praise God. 

For all of us, daily Eucharist is the center and the spiritual source 

of our life: there we draw light and strength and we unite ourselves to 

the Lord Jesus, Who gives Himself to the Father in the Spirit. 

Another profound joy is the Word of God: read, ruminated, as-

similated, meditated, and prayed. The possibility of reading the Bible 

in Italian in choir gave rise to an explosion of joy.
*
 

For two years the community studied Christology, starting from 

passages of the Gospel. First we had a time of personal study, and 

then we had discussions in community. 

However, we still have a long way to go in order that the Word 

may live in us. Reading Saint Augustine, our Father Saint Bruno, 

Guigues, Saint Bernard, Saint Teresa of Lisieux, makes us aware of 

the fact that in them the Word had become incarnated and flourished 

spontaneously on their lips. May the Spirit enlighten us and impart us 

His wisdom. 

Our fraternal communion and each one’s personal life has to be 

deepened, in Carthusian style, aflame with love, in the footsteps of 

our Father Saint Bruno. Our community has to become like a ‘burning 

bush’. The burning bush is a bush with thorns, but inside burns the 

fire of the Holy Spirit. May it be the same with us: fragile persons, 

with ‘thorns’, but invigorated and guided by the Spirit. 

 

Up to now we spoke in general terms about our community. This 

text has been approved by all of us. We included two personal testi-

monies, which have been read in part in community. 

                                                      
*
 Vatican Council II (1960s.) allowed the use of local languages in the liturgy. 
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Hereafter we report the results of the ‘sharing’ of the two groups 

we formed and which took place in two sessions. They have been read 

and reread in community too, and approved by all. 

 
SCULPTURE FROM THE FORMER CHARTERHOUSE OF 

CHAMPMOL NEAR DIJON, FRANCE; 14TH CENTURY 

 

 

“THE WORD HAD BECOME INCARNATED IN SAINT BRUNO, AND FLOUR-

ISHED SPONTANEOUSLY ON HIS LIPS.” 
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PERSONAL TESTIMONIES 

Since my earliest youth I felt a strong attraction for the mystery 

of God. I came to the Charterhouse to do penance, like the Desert Fa-

thers (I knew the life of some of them), and also for my conversion 

and that of several members of my family. 

At the beginning I was filled with ardor to show myself worthy 

of His calling. Patiently I endured difficulties and suffering. Next I 

faced them squarely and addressing myself to Jesus, I said to Him: 

“You are always good and merciful!” Then I abandoned myself to 

Him with confidence, experiencing a strength to carry on that came 

not from myself. For me what is essential in community life is the joy 

that springs from prayer and the adhesion to God’s will, and obedi-

ence to the Gospel, the Statutes and the superiors, although daily obe-

dience in small things costs me an effort. 

 

“Wisdom guided the just man in direct ways, and showed him 

the Kingdom of God” (Wisdom 10:10). In these words of the first 

reading on the feast of Saint Bruno
*
 we find the answer to the ques-

tion why I came to the Charterhouse: we have ‘seen’ the Kingdom of 

God which attracted us to the monastic life. Like the Magi we fol-

lowed this Star. My personal way was made of brambles and thorns! I 

could overcome them only with the help of God’s grace! 

The Gospel of Saint Bruno’s feast (Luke 12:35-40) tells us to be 

ready with our loins girt and our lamps burning. It seems to me that 

this reflects the situation of our community. We have to keep our 

lamps lit and keep ourselves ready to meet the Lord. 

 

I came to the Charterhouse because the Lord called me. 

My ‘comet’ (guiding light) at the Charterhouse has been a verse 

from the Gospel of Saint John that has helped me since my novitiate: 

“My food is to do the will of the Father Who sent Me and to finish 

His work” (John 4:34) I understood that to follow Jesus I had to ad-

                                                      
*
 This reading has recently been replaced by Romans 8:22-30. 
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here to the Father’s will, in a spirit of humble obedience. I thank the 

Father for having shown me this simple and profound way to journey 

towards our true Homeland. There have been painful acts of obedi-

ence, acts of obedience made in the night of pure faith. There has 

been the daily toil, but the Father, in His infinite mercy, always gave 

me the strength of acceptance. 

The Father never refuses the Spirit to those who ask Him with 

insistence. 

 

When Jesus called me I came to the Charterhouse. I was sixteen 

years old then, and now I am eighty-nine. From my earliest youth I 

felt the need of a solitary life, in order to listen to the interior silence 

of nature. The company of others did not come easy for me; I pre-

ferred to make many small sacrifices and to meditate and contemplate 

nature. Here I have found my ideal. 

 

In the Charterhouse I have met with so many trials, but I have 

always been able to overcome them, abandoning myself to God’s will 

and that of my superiors. And then remaining in silence and not to 

talk about my sufferings did help me very much. I found my joy in 

the Divine Office, in prayer and in my interior life of meditation.  

In particular during the night vigils I experience the joy still to be 

able to sing the Venite,
*
 for the Glory of God and His Kingdom on 

earth. 

 

                                                      
*
 Psalm 95, sung at the beginning of the Night Office by a soloist and the community 

alternatively: “Come, let us sing joyfully to the Lord; cry out to the rock of our sal-

vation,” etc. 
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I heard the call to the Charterhouse in the midst of my active life, 

exposed to all kinds of influences. It was a call to the silence of the 

Charterhouse and to a hidden life with Christ, in God. Entering the 

Charterhouse, I carried with me the vibrant voice of the poor and the 

Church I had served, but also the impetuosity of a strong temperament 

that wants to intervene even without having been asked, and a tenden-

cy to judge according to a human and not a religious standard. 

Little by little my conversion to the monastic life began and to 

the vocation of donate sister which my superiors had chosen for me. I 

accepted this choice as the will of God. The Holy Spirit, Who is es-

sentially Love and Gift, enlightened interiorly my service to the 

community. In this attitude of obedience I attained the freedom and 

liberation from myself and I found a fullness of interior and active 

life. Scripture reading has also been important for me to find this 

freedom. Drinking each morning from the source of the Word of God 

gave me joy and energy. 

 

Sure, the silence that had called me did not wait very long to 

make me understand that it is difficult, and sometimes even impossi-

ble, to observe it. Coming to cell after Vespers, solitude was heavy on 

me and sometimes painful because of my outgoing nature, which 

longs for communication. 

I do not know how, but Grace has been at work and smoothed 

the difficulties and tensions. The grace of prayer slowly overcomes 

the serious limitations of my nature, leading me towards a wider ex-
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pansion of my heart so as to embrace the universal Church as well as 

the small Church that is present in my community. I am truly grateful 

towards my community. Without it I am nothing. With it I participate 

in a divine power. While being small, with only scanty resources and 

many limitations, my community has the power of a persevering 

prayer, and because of this it is placed in the heart of the Church and 

in the heart of God. 

May the Lord bless my community and the Carthusian family 

onto which He has grafted my life. 

 

 

“I AM TRULY GRATEFUL TOWARDS MY COMMUNITY.” 

From my earliest youth — when I was four years old — while I 

was receiving a healthy but secular and anticlerical education, and no 

religious education at all, I felt the fascination of the immensity of 

God. Then, during my adolescence, came a real call to seek God. I 

resisted very much against it, until my baptism at the age of twenty-

two. For me this meant to enter the Church and to end up as… a nun! 

Me? God won. But it was an intense battle. My education and the 

long resistance to grace explain the numerous difficulties I still meet 

today in my religious life. 

When I finally said yes, completely, to this attraction to the Ab-

solute, I discovered also the Goodness and Beauty of God. This led 

me spontaneously to the way of life of the Charterhouse. 
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There was nothing to discuss anymore: this was the only way for 

me; it just could not be otherwise. 

It seems I had all the difficulties, trials, etc…, but today, after 

more than forty years, I still experience that this call is stronger and 

more powerful than all interior and exterior contradictions. 

God’s faithfulness and mercy “go before me and follow me” 

(prayer of the Sunday of my Baptism). 

It is a mystery, like the initial attraction I felt: God is present in 

spite of all my faults and escapades of every day. 

Silence and the tranquil listening of the heart in cell are true life 

for me. God ‘seduced’ me. 

  

 

I entered the Charterhouse urged on by an attraction for the Car-

thusian life. 

Beginning to experience God was neither easy nor agreeable. 

First of all you have to be docile. You need a certain suppleness 

to be able to work with Him and to let Him work in you. You have to 

be able to hear His voice when He wants to instruct you. How would I 

be able to hear His voice with only noise and uproar in my heart, let 

alone continual warfare? 

Moreover, God is Truth. How would I be able to meet Him if I 

would not be true with Him (that is to say, if I would not know my-

self)? In this regard the cell has been a real teacher for me. Little by 

little I discovered all the aspects of myself, especially the most disa-

greeable ones, those I would rather liked not to see or to show: pride, 

self-love, egoism, the loathing of certain tasks, and also the difficulty 

to live with persons who have a different temperament. Here is what 

happened: solitude made me face truth, my own truth and that of God. 

“SO I WILL ALLURE HER; 
I WILL LEAD HER INTO THE DESERT 

AND SPEAK TO HER HEART.” 
HOSEA 2:16 
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Thus facing this brutal truth about myself, I felt compelled to 

begin the hard work of freeing myself of this burden of my intelli-

gence, my heart and my will. My whole mental equipment was turned 

towards evil and lower realities. I decided to begin a serious effort of 

true conversion, which consisted in putting my interior life in order, 

with much patience, steadiness, prayers and supplications to God, so 

that He might purify my unstable intelligence, my wandering heart, 

and my weak will, and make these faculties little by little take the 

right path, the way that leads to interior humility and allows us to 

abide in God. 

I have to thank the Lord, because the life in the Charterhouse has 

been for me a wonderful adventure, even with its ups and downs, in 

light and darkness, in serenity and pain, but also in the joy of living 

together, and in the hope of attaining together the fullness of eternal 

life. 

I thank the Lord for having progressively awakened in me since 

my entrance into the Charterhouse the taste for the things of the spirit: 

reading, meditation, lectio divina, etc…, and for having reassured me 

in my decision to put God above everything, at all costs. 

For me this means not to become immediately a saint, but to 

submit myself to Him in the greyness of everyday life that is an invi-

tation of the Lord to give myself completely to Him. 

 

I joined the Carthusians because a life of intimacy with God 

pleased me very much and when they told me that in the Charterhouse 

one leads this life ‘alone with God’, in silence, I decided to come 

here. It was not a question of many words that attracted me… 

My life ran along the railroad of work and prayer. I went through 

the troubles and consolations in a spirit of simplicity, and in all trials I 

have been able to react with serenity, while always trying to love all 

my sisters. 

The work I did as a converse sister for the community never 

turned me away from prayer. On the contrary, it was an occasion to 

deepen the thoughts on the spiritual life which I read about with so 

much fascination in books and that practice kept me united to God. 
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Solitude is the center of my life and also that of the community. 

We should profit better from it in order to live it in a more intense 

way with God. God loves us so much and we have to try to love Him. 

Otherwise, what are we doing here? 

 

I entered the Charterhouse because it answered my desire to live 

in solitude and for God alone. In this way I found the strength to en-

dure all toil… the love of God and the attachment to my vocation 

helped me to overcome all trials. 

 

I always heard this call, even while I had felt quite comfortable 

elsewhere. I am always happy if I follow the way of obedience. 

 

I arrived at the Charterhouse after a long period of discernment, 

to live in union with God in solitude. This has not been easy. I always 

have been cheerful and happy until I got health problems. Now I live 

with total confidence in God, abandoning myself to Him. 

 

 

VEDANA
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In love with God, I was powerfully attracted by Him to live for 

Him alone. This has not been a stroke of lightning, but the crowning, 

the completion of a profound and visceral expectation to consecrate 

my whole life to God in the most absolute way. The encounter with 

the Charterhouse when I was fifteen years old suddenly manifested 

itself as the only way to live in intimacy with God. I was looking for 

God alone, and the Absolute of God always has revealed and present-

ed itself to me, especially in moments of major difficulties. Solitude 

and silence, never sought for themselves, immediately had a positive 

impact on my soul that thirsted for Him. 

They have been the gift par excellence, Jesus’ kiss for me, His 

big surprise for our intimacy. In the solitude of the heart I always ex-

perienced God’s faithfulness, Who did not cease to reveal Himself to 

me as the Absolute, providing me the joy to acknowledge Him always 

like that, especially in the darkest moments. 

 

I entered the Charterhouse because it seemed to me that there I 

could love the good Lord better and could really give myself totally to 

Him, in the freedom to love Him with my whole being and living 

completely for Him alone. In the Charterhouse I experienced deep joy 

and also difficulties. I was very fond of chanting the Office, but an 

injury to my throat prevented me from giving my entire voice to the 

praise of God. 

Also, I wanted to be the joy of the Merciful Love of God and to 

keep these two principles in my heart: to love God with my entire be-

ing and to have a thirst for the salvation of souls, for His greater glo-

ry. 

O Jesus, You see me as I really am; give me a boundless trust in 

Your love! 

 

I entered the Charterhouse in tears; I spoke a foreign language 

and I had all kinds of difficulties. 

Then, at Ascension, the antiphon I had to sing for the first time 

and with much apprehension came out without any difficulty. From 

that moment on everything changed in me. I felt at home and in my 
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place, completely changed. A deep joy put me in God’s light. When 

we enter the Charterhouse, the devil attacks us to make us turn back. 

I always lived in obedience to the novice mistress. Everything 

went well for me, although it was very difficult. I never complained 

about anything, neither the food, nor other things. I overcame all my 

difficulties through faith. 

At my first profession, my soul was inundated with light, I felt 

like I was in paradise. I always felt like that, I adapted myself to eve-

rything. I never told anybody about my difficulties, not even my fami-

ly. By invoking the Holy Spirit I found the strength to live and to 

keep up my soul. 

 

WHO IS SAINT BRUNO FOR ME? 

I entered for God… rather than thinking of Saint Bruno. I follow 

in his footsteps without thinking of it. 

One follows rather an interior inspiration. In the school of the 

Holy Spirit one does what Saint Bruno did. Living in fidelity to the 

Holy Spirit, one lives as he lived. 

The years of novitiate, the conferences, the commentary on the 

directory, all this solid formation has molded me and given me a Car-

thusian identity.
*
 

 

I entered the Charterhouse attracted by this great Saint who al-

ways has been my protector in the search of God in the depths of my 

heart. 

During a vocational crisis, it was Saint Bruno who, in a nocturnal 

vision, reassured me and encouraged me to continue. 

 

I always heard talk about Saint Bruno. In my trials I always had 

recourse to him. I always had a deep trust in his help. 

                                                      
*
 The directory is a book with customs and practical rules of a religious Order. 
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I admired him for his goodness and 

humility. He is a Father who truly loves his 

children, and who knows how to praise 

them. He is happy that his children follow 

the right track! 

Being humble, he admired the virtues 

of others. He must have been a very good 

man to see the virtues of others. God’s 

goodness and humility were present in his 

heart. God made him see the goodness of 

his sons and gives Himself to him because 

of his humility. Being a good man he saw 

goodness in others. He wanted to imitate 

their virtue. This was for me a help to love my sisters, to see in them 

the virtues and to regard myself as being inferior to them. 

 

I understood who Saint Bruno is through a book I read. He was a 

person with a deep heart and soul, who loved God very much. When 

Raoul does not answer the call of God, Bruno is sad, because they had 

themselves seriously vowed to God alone.
*
 

When I entered the Charterhouse I discovered in Saint Bruno 

what I myself carried and felt in my heart. I only wanted God, and I 

found Him in the Charterhouse, in Saint Bruno. 

 

There are several aspects and episodes in our Father Saint Bru-

no’s life that show his character and that touch me more particularly: 

 The love of God that set him aflame and led him to the 

monastic life; 

 The love of obedience to God for Whom he left every-

thing behind, and the love of obedience to the Pope for 

whom he had the heroic courage to leave his still small 

                                                      
*
 Raoul is Bruno’s friend. Bruno wrote him a letter when Raoul did not keep his 

promise to become a monk. 
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but vibrant community of the first Charterhouse he had 

founded with his brothers out of love for God; 

 The goodness that shone out of him and that brought 

joy to the brothers who lived with him. 

Many among us received a living flame of love for God that led 

us to the Charterhouse. We all made the vow of obedience. We are all 

serving God, Who is infinite goodness and mercy. 

Do these gifts bring forth in us fruits of life that remain? How 

does each one of us respond to these gifts? 

 

I always have his picture before me and I think often of him. I 

truly entrust myself to him as to a Father. And I feel he helps me very 

much. 

I very much like to contemplate his profound attitude, in silence, 

and his search for God alone. I like to reread his words to his sons at 

the Grande Chartreuse. I ask for the grace to follow in his footsteps, 

as much as this is possible for me, in my littleness. 

 

“To the praise of the glory of God, Christ, the Father’s Word, 

has through the Holy Spirit, from the beginning chosen cer-

tain men, whom He willed to lead into solitude and unite to 

Himself in intimate love” (Statutes 1.1) 

This sentence from the beginning of the Statutes is for me the 

most important one. To me it expresses the essential point concerning 

Saint Bruno: his search for God’s Face in silence and solitude. 

When I entered the Charterhouse I did not know Saint Bruno. 

And yet, I experienced his paternity in my calling and in the succes-

sive years, especially in moments of trial. It is a ‘hidden’ paternity 

operating in the depths of my heart. 

The aspect I like most and that I look for in him is his obedience 

to the Spirit. From Cologne to Rheims, from a life of study and teach-

ing to the troubles and difficulties in the local Church, up to the road 

of exile and leaving behind everything to arrive at the desert of Char-

treuse; and then still other separations: Rome, Calabria… He made a 
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long pilgrimage, always under the guidance of the Holy Spirit and His 

directives, listening attentively and faithfully, indeed, with a heroic 

fidelity. 

 

I admire the serenity and equanimity of Saint Bruno. These re-

quire a strong self-mastery, because his life’s path was strewn with 

difficulties. Then I admire his great love for Holy Scripture. I ask him 

to obtain for me at least a small share in his gifts. And I ask this also 

for all Carthusian nuns and monks. 

O Father, may each Eucharistic communion increase in us the 

hunger and thirst for You, and that, through the power of the Holy 

Spirit, it may transform us in Christ, Your Son, Who lives and reigns 

forever and ever. 

 

So that each one of us can say: 

”I live, no longer I, but Christ lives in me.” 

(Galatians 2:20) 
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CHARTERHOUSE OF THE ANNUNCIATION  

— SOUTH KOREA — 

In 1999 the Order established a foundation of monks in South Korea 

(‘Our Lady of Korea’). In 2001 the General Chapter of the nuns de-

creed that the Carthusian nuns should also be represented in that 

country. May 2002 four nuns were sent out from Italy and France. On 

their arrival they lived first with contemplative Dominican nuns, be-

fore moving to a house adjacent to the parochial center in the town of 

Cheongju. 

A solitary site in the mountains at Dewoli, in Central South Korea, 

was purchased in 2003 for the construction of a new Charterhouse 

for the nuns. August 2006 the nuns moved to reside temporarily in a 

small Charterhouse of five cells, with church, kitchen and parlor, 

near the monks’ foundation. In September 2010 the nuns were finally 

able to transfer to their newly constructed monastery in Dewoli, in 

time for the simple profession of the House’s first Korean vocation. 

The name of this House is ‘Charterhouse of the Annunciation’. 

The following text was written while the nuns still lived near the pa-

rochial center, downtown Cheongju. 

 

Dear Reverend Father, 

You asked us for a testimony that will form part of the collection 

of texts from the Houses of the Order on the occasion of the 9
th
 cen-

tenary of Bruno’s death and you clearly specified: “…something sim-

ple, spontaneous, sprightly, original that expresses your experience of 

the past year.” 

We will courageously try to answer you. 

On fire with divine love Bruno disappears into solitude. Called to 

share the same thirst for God all his followers receive from the Lord a 

spark of this same Fire. Like Bruno, the Order too has “heard the pul-

sating heart of God and of the Church” (John Paul II, Novo Millenio 

Inuente = At the beginning of the new millennium, 2001, § 5). Send-
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ing us to Korea, the Order entrusted to us a spark of this Fire for the 

Church in Asia. 

Here in Korea, this spark looks 

like the “smoldering wick” the Lord 

promised not to quench (cf. Isaiah 

42:3), and that can flare up into a big 

fire. 

“SAINT BRUNO IS TODAY THE FOUNDER OF OUR 

NEW CHARTERHOUSE 
 IN KOREA.” [INSET: KOREAN FLAG] 

 It is now a flickering flame, be-

cause it has to burn in extremely diffi-

cult conditions. During this year we 

experienced that all the threats that 

might have extinguished it, could, on 

the contrary, when joined to the Cross 

of Jesus, become elements to make it 

grow. Jesus does not cease calling us to deepen the mystery of our 

monastic life: 

 In an environment where He is not or little known, He 

invites us to share His prayer: “This is eternal life, that 

they should know you…” (John 17:3). 

 Seeing all the church towers of the different Christian 

confessions can become more and more an appeal for 

us to be “women of unity and interiority…” 

 The conditions of our material life don’t foster silence 

and peace, yet they can become a call to transform eve-

rything into prayer. They also call us to grow in frater-

nal charity, for if each one carries a spark of this Fire, 

all together they become one big flame. 

 Up to this date all our research to find a property has 

been in vain. Nevertheless this confirms our conviction 

that there exists another search which is never in vain: 

seeking the Face of the Lord. 

 If this period of waiting seems long to us, it invites us 

to deepen that aspect of solitude which is ‘constructed’ 

already right now, in patience and in hope. 
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Thus, amidst all the different kinds of difficulties we meet, there 

is an experience of interior certitude which does not abandon us, and 

we draw our strength from: 

 God’s fidelity which is renewed each morning (cf. 

Lamentations 3:23). 

 The intercession of the Virgin Mary. An intense mo-

ment of our day is praying the Sub Tuum
*
 at the end of 

the Eucharistic celebration to entrust our future to her. 

 The prayer of all our sisters and brothers in the Order: 

how true is it that this prayer can be felt and gives 

strength! 

 The conviction that after nine centuries Saint Bruno is 

today the founder of our new Charterhouse in Korea. 

To be this channel of grace, he asks us that in our de-

sires and in our choices we acknowledge the flame that 

burned in his heart and that led him to the desert of 

Chartreuse. 

 

 

THE CHURCH OF THE CHARTERHOUSE OF NOTRE DAME 

SEVERAL OF THE FOUNDRESSES OF THE ANNUNCIATION 
CAME FROM NOTRE DAME

                                                      
*
  A famous hymn to Mary: “We fly to your protection, O holy Mother of God.” 
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2011. 

25.  The Fire of Divine Charity. Spiritual Letters of Saint Bernard of Clair-

vaux and Saint Catherine of Siena to Carthusian Monks. 

26.  I Come to Express to Your Community the Esteem and Encouragement 

of the Holy See. Two Episcopal Addresses to Carthusian Monks. 

27.  The Cross Stands while the World Turns. The Archbishop of Canter-

bury’s Sermon to Commemorate the Carthusian Martyrs, at Charter-

house, London, May 4, 2010. 

28. Saint Bruno, by Dom André Louf, O.C.S.O. 

29. Personal Prayer, by Reverend Father Dom André Poisson: 

1. At the Threshold of Prayer. 
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30. Personal Prayer, by Reverend Father Dom André Poisson: 

2. Prayer in Solitude. 

31. Personal Prayer, by Reverend Father Dom André Poisson: 

3. Prayer and Communion. 

32. He Had to Renounce a Great Human Love for a Greater Love. Memo-

ries of Our Former Prior Dom Raphael Diamond, Written by His Friend 

Dr. Alice von Hildebrand. 

33. The Life of Christ Rosary, also Known as the Carthusian Rosary. At-

tributed to Dominic of Prussia. 2
nd

 edition. Compiled and Introduced by 

Daniel Frattarelli. 

34. Saint Bruno’s Own Words. Sermons by Reverend Father Dom André 

Poisson for the 9
th

 Centenary of Saint Bruno’s Arrival at Chartreuse, 

Given at La Grande Chartreuse, 1983-1984: 1. Sermons I-V (1983). 

35. Saint Bruno’s Own Words. Sermons by Reverend Father Dom André 

Poisson for the 9
th

 Centenary of Saint Bruno’s Arrival at Chartreuse, 

Given at La Grande Chartreuse, 1983-1984: 2. Sermons VI-X (1984). 

36. The Prayer of the Heart, by Reverend Father Dom André Poisson. 

37. The Interior Life, by a Carthusian Monk.  

38. Like a Voice Crying Out in the Desert: The Meeting at la Grande Char-

treuse, by His Eminence Robert Cardinal Sarah and Reverend Father 

Dom Dysmas de Lassus, with Nicolas Diat. 

39. Contemplatives and the Crisis of Faith, Message by a Group of Con-

templatives to the Synod of Bishops of 1967. 

40. Driving to the Sky: A Visit to Mount Equinox Offers History, Panorama, 

Gifts and Solitude, by Telly Halkias, Independent Journalist, 2018. 

41. Praying for the World: The Monastery Above Manchester Village, by 

Anita Rafael, in Stratton Magazine, Holiday 2017, pp. 100-105. 

To order any of these booklets or other Carthusian items, please con-

tact the gift shop (please, not the monastery) at: 1A St. Bruno Drive, 

Arlington, Vermont 05250. Email: stbrunogiftshop@comcast.net 

Phone: 802-362-1114   Fax: 802-362-3346   Website address: equi-

noxmountain.com 
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FORMER CHARTERHOUSES OF THE 

NUNS IN FRANCE 

 

 

BERTAUD 
1188-1446 

POLETEINS 
1230-1605 

 

 

PRÉMOL 
1234-1790 

PARMÉNIE 
1257-1393 

 

 



 

 

 

CELLE-ROUBAUD 
1260-1420 

MELAN 
1282-1791 

 

 

SALETTES 
1299-1790 

BEAUREGARD 
1821-1980 

 

 



 

Charterhouse of the Transfiguration 
Carthusian Monastery 
1084 Ave Maria Way 

Arlington, Vermont 05250 
Fax: 802-362-3584 

E-Mail: carthusians_in_america@chartreuse.info 
http://transfiguration.chartreux.org



 

 

CARTHUSIAN EMBLEM 

— 13TH CENTURY — 

A GLOBE SURMOUNTED BY THE CROSS 
WITH SEVEN STARS SYMBOLIZING SAINT BRUNO 

AND HIS FIRST FOLLOWERS 

THE LATIN MOTTO RUNS AS FOLLOWS 
”STAT CRUX DUM VOLVITUR ORBIS” 

WHICH MEANS 
“THE CROSS STANDS FIRM, WHILE THE WORLD TURNS”



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


